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BIOGRAPHY 



STEPHEN. GIEAKD. 



No contribution liitherto made in this country to the great cause 
of human charity, liaa excited more general interest, or become 
mote widely known, than the Bequest of Stephen Girard to estab- 
lish and maintain a College for orphans. The character of the 
benevolence, the magnitude of tbe fund, and the spSeiidor of the 
building, have all contributed to bring his institution prominently 
before the public eye, and to make it the object of pride to every 
dtJzen, and of attraction to every stranger. 

The history of any man, whose kind heart could conceive, and 
whose vast means could accomplish a purpose fraught with bo 
much good, would be interesting; but the life of Mr, Girard is 
more than this, — it is instructiva. It tcacLes us what we can do 
in the face. of obstacles, when we aie patient, zealous, and self-re- 
liant; it shows that there is at least a partial omnipotence about 
the human will, tbat can supply tbe want of wealth, of friends, 
and of education ; but above all, it exemplifies how the hard toil 
of a life-time, and the thirst for gold, may be elevated and sancti- 
fied by being devoted to tl e o!a s of human tv 

Although comparat vely hu ubie n h s or ^ n and without the 

advantages of wealth o el cat on and the fluenoes of friends, 

he has reared to bis ne u y tl e proude t and n ost enduring of 

monuments. Yet spl nd 1 a th e it a 1 le stru ture wbicb stands 

1* (5) 
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iibove his rema'iDS, it yields in beauty to the moral inonument. 
Tbe benefiiotor slRi;ps among the oiphan pool, nhom Lis bounty 
is constantly refiring, Tkus fnr e%er piesent, uuacen but felt, he 
diiilj stret<;hes forth his " invisible hands " to lead some friendless 
child from ignoranco and Tiee, to usefulness and perhaps distinction. 
And when, in the fullness of time, many homes have been made 
happy, many orphans have been fed and clothed and educated, and 
many men rendered useful to tbcir country and themselves, each 
happy home, or rescued child, or useful citizen will be a living 
monuraeut to perpetuate the naaie and embalm the mem j f tl a 
dead " Mariner and Merchant," 

The retiring dispositiou and unobtnjsive eharactei of Mr G 
rard, refused to gratify tbe curiosity, which was not unfrequently 
expressed during his life-time, to learn something of 1 s early h 
tory. It is not f^herefore remarkable that iiitherto, in the absence 
of all means of knowledge, no reliable information, part cularly of 
this portion of his life, has existed, and that many erroneo s state 
mente have been so frecjuentiy made, tliat Fiction has now aln ost 
grown to be Fact. Among the provisions of his will ia the direc- 
tion, that his books and papers shall be deposited in a room of his 
Ooilege, and be therein carefully preserved. Fortunately these 
inusty records have afforded in a material degiee the light which 
has hitherto been wanting, and to them tlie wuter has been piinci- 
pally indebted for the materials of this brief Biography 

Stephen G-irard was born in Bordeaux on the 21st day of May 
1750. He was the eldest of five children who were descended 
from Pierre Girard, described in the registry of Bip'ism, now pie- 
served iu that eity, as a sea-eaptaiii, and Mdlle Latiigue his wife 

Without wishing to trespass upon the saered pii\acj of domi,s 
tic life, it is painfully evident even from the scanty light affoided 
by his lettero, that the early life of Sfepbea was by no meino a 
happy one. In every one of the few references which are found 
in this portion of his history — for it was a suh]eot tb it he ?eldoni 
referred to, — there is the same proof, that his childiijod had no 
pleasant or sweet remembrances. Sixty-three yeois afterwards, ho 
thus wrote of this portion of his history. "I have the piouil iitt- 
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iffactwii to know that my ronduct, my labor, aad my economy 
have enabled me to do one hundred times more for my relatives, 
than they alti^ethei hava eier done for me since the day of my 
birth. While my brotheis were taught at College, I was the only 
one whoae education waa neglected. But the love of labor, which 
baa not lefi me yet, has placed me in the ranks of citizens useful 
to society." The correct cause of this unhappiaess is now difficult 
to ascertam, but one leason is at least suggested in that not unfre 
qnent source of similai difiiculties — a seoond niamago by his fa 
thei In a letter wiitten la 17S9, be thus agiin lefers to this 
period of bis life " I was vi-ry joiiii^ whea my fathei maiiied 
again, nnd smce then I can saj with truth, I hn\e made my way 
aloae, with means gained frcm my nui e, the sea " 

Ihe eoily career of Sttpben afibids nothing of particular into 
test Enteiing upon the active pursuits of hie it a period when 
most children are yet at school, his education wis neces&arily lim 
ited, but he aubseiiuently partially supplied this want, by careful 
study and observation as la suffieiently attested by the neatness 
and aeouiacy of many early pipers la his band wilting jet in es 
istonce 

Thus impelled by feelings of early disappcmtment, but ino't 
likely influenced slill moie by that self reliinoe and peiBP\eiing 
ambition wUkSi weie so cbaraoteriBtic of bira, Stephen e-Mh de 
cided to throw himself uj on bis own lesouri-es and, guide 1 no 
doubt by the oixupation of his father, selected the sei as his tu 
tuie means of livelihood In the year 176-i, then not quito four- 
teen yeirs of age he left his home with the consent of his p areats, 
and for the purpose of acquiiing a practical knowled^p of the pio 
fession he had chosen, sailed foi St Domingo m the eapacify of a 
sailor on board a vessel called the ' Pelenn, ' commanded by Cip- 
fain Jjhn Giurteau Upon the term mtioa of ibis loj ige, which 
lasted some ten months, be returned to hia boaie, hut s on sailed, 
again foi the Trenoh West Indian pisseaaions, between which 
islands and Buideaux be continued to make fie(|uciil \ yage&in the 
course of the next nine years. Duviog this timu he labored assid- 
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ulouatj to SQ] plj lliL wiat oi eaily educition acd paitiouhil\ to 
perfect him tlf in nautical mforraation And with such favorable 
results was this indu&try attended, that his la t vojages weie per- 
foraned in the Lapacity of first officer, or as the oflice na*. then 
termed in the Trencli meicantile marine, I leutenant of hi3 vessel 

Stephen was no idler duiing these ciuiaes In addition to 
becoming proficient in practical na^igilion ind astionomy, he was 
laying the foundition of hia futnre fortune by ciietul study of 
general meicantile opeia.tioni, and jiiticululy (.t the piudutts of 
these Islands, the habits of then jeojle, and then mole of buying 
and selling. 

Upon his leturn to his hsmo at the feimination of hia sisth 
voyage, having now obtained the requisite fheoret cal ^nd pricticil 
knowledge, he applied tor authontj to command B Te^'^el The 
existing laws of France required that in addition to a fised period 
of sea service, the applicant should have made two cruises upon a 
national vessel, and should be at least twenty-five years of age. 
These two latter requisites were wanting in his case, but the influ- 
ence of his fjmily was sufficient to obtain a di'.penfiation, and aftei 
undergoing the necessary esamination, a license was duly granted 
on the 4th of October 1773, which is yet in esitteace, giving (for 
so it reads) "to Stephen Glrard of Bordeius full authority to act 
as Captain, Master, and Putron of a Merchant Vessel 

The early age at whicii he attained this rapid pioniotion in the 

■ face of limited education and other difficulties, sufficiently attests 

the zeal and energy with which he must have labored during 

these ten years, and gave earnest of tint decision ot charactei and 

perseverance which so distinguished his after lite 

His attention appears now for the first time to ba\e been turned 
to the prosecution of commercial affaira in ccnncction uitb the 
pursuit of the sea; and at this period commences the first con- 
tinuous record which is to be found amcng the Inrge mass of books 
and papers, the accumnlafinn of nearly sixty years of active business 
life, which he directs shall be preserved in one of the rooms of 
the College. This Eeoord consists of a Journal kept by himself 
in a ntat and careful style, and contains the invoices and tha 
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accounts of sales of a quantity of goods suited to a West India 
market, ivhioli lie at this time purchased from sundry merchants 
in EordeauK, partly on his own credit and partly ou that of his 
flilher; and from this period, beginning with this moderate inveso- 
ment, really dates the commencement of that magnificent fortune, 
which in aft«r years, so abundantly rewarded his industry, perse- 
verance, and economy. 

With these goods, amounting to nearly 16,000 livres, or about 
3000 dollars in Federal money, Mr. trirard stai'ted on his first 
mercantile adventure, and sailed again from his home, (which he 
never afterwards revisited,) arriving at St. Marc's, in the island of 
St. Domingo, in the month of Feljruary 1774. He soon disposed 
of his venture there, and at Port au Prince; and, converting the 
proceeds into pi-oduoe, he left the West Indies and arrived for the 
first time in the United States, at the port of New York, in the 
month of July of the same year, The busine^ tact and shrewd- 
ness displayed in disposing of the articles which he brought with 
him to New York, attracted the notice of BIr. Thoiias Bandall, 
then a nierebant of that place, whose countenance and assistance 
proved of material advantage to him in his subsequent mercantile 
arraugements. During the three foUovring years he laboriously 
employed his time in trading between New York, New Orleans, 
and Port au Prince ; in the first instance as mate on board a ship 
called L'amiable Louise, Captain Malahard, and subsequently as 
master and part owner, jointly with Blr. Randall, of a small vessel 
and cargo. 

It was in this latter capacity, that in the month of May 1777, 
Mr. Girard entered the waters of the Delaware, and arrived for 
the first time at Philadelphia. The business facilities and practi- 
cal information which he had by this time acquired through his in- 
tercourse with merchants in New York, New Orleans, and St. 
Domingo, joined to the control of a small capital gained by hia 
thrift and steady labor since his de[»ifture from Bordeaux, deter- 
mined him now to change the dangerous profession of a sailor, for 
the less hazardous and more profitable one of a merchant. With 
this view be commenced business, and rented a store in Water 
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street, within a short distance of the spot where he afterwards 
located himself permaoently. 

In the month of July of this year, Mr. &inird was married to 
Mary Lunim, a native of Philadelphia; and soon after the mar- 
riage, on the approach of the British troops to talte possession of 
the city, he left with his Vifa for Mount Holly in the state of New 
Jersey, where he purchased a small property, and where he con- 
tinued to reside until the evacuation of Philadelphia hy the enemy 
on the 17th of June 1778, when he again returned and resumed his 
husiness. Although unwilling to dwell upon a subject of so much 
delicacy, it is proper to state, that this marriage did not result happily. 
There is sufficient evidence among the papers of Mr. Girard to show, 
that, as is not unusual in such matters, his i 111 

and his memory after death, have both uiiju iy ff i fi m 
neous public impressions on this subject I h b g g 
of the year 17S5, his wife exhibited signs of d g f d 

which increa&ed until it lecanie necessaiy t m i ppl a 
foi her admission into the Ppnnsjhama H p tal w h w 
accordingly reoened in Septtmber of thit y Sh ly fte 

waids howevei, jnxious to trj eveij means 1 

moiedhm fiom that institution, and pi iced I 1 3 b 

without benefit In consequence of this affl h d m 

condition became so piinful, thit he finally d d a 

to his old occupation of a niaiinei, and by ab k h ra 

quilhfy denied him in hi" home Pji this 1 1 If 

the Meditenaaean, but upon his letum hnd g h h d d 
of his wife, instead of being lessened, had t. '? ^ ^ 

took meafruies to place her ngnm in the H tal M & rn d 
was admitted anew on the Slot of August 17 to h 
tion, wheie she gave hiith in Maj of the f 11 w g j f 

male child (the only issue of this unfortunate marriage) who died 
shortly afterwards, and where she remained until her death in Sep- 
tember 1815. Her remains were deposited in the grounds on the 
north aide of the Hospital. 

Upon his retui-n to Philadelphia, Mr. Girard directed his atten- 
tion parlieulai'ly to the West India trade, for which his previous 
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pdiicntinn pepuli'arly fitted him, and for whiot some advantagea 
■weiefuinishedia. the lesidence m St Bommgoof his brother John, 
who bid now become a mtmber of a eommeicial house at Cape 

Prosecuting siicoes'fuliy this trade, Mi GiMrd in the year 1780 
enteied into pirtueiship with Joseph Balde'.qiu ; for although the 
fact IS not generally known, he was on two occasions engaged 
jointly in business, — fint, m the instance just cited, and after- 
wards in 1786 with his biother John Neither of these businasa 
anangamenls continned long, oi pioved satiaf lotory ; for his active 
mind and ntuit ve perception in oomuierciil matters, could ill 
broo! the rostra t and miat ikea of otheia less favored. 

Tl e earn st labo and the strict economy, with which he con- 
duoted h a bus nes at this period, joined to unusual skill as a 
merchant now en lered liis pvogress to fortune both sure and 
rapid In liS4 ho constructed liia first vessel the "Two Bro- 
thprs," and his btother having ai'rived iu September 1786 to take 
his pla(,e m the raauigeraent of the house here, Stephen sailed in 
command of this bng for Charleston, and thence to the Medi- 
terrao'- in, returning to Philadelphia in July 178S. This partner- 
ship was ahnitly afteiwards dissolved, and ho resumed the man- 
agement of hia business in person continuing afterwards to reside 
nnin ptelly n he y f Ph lad Iphia until his death, 

A hapndfh If fl h rard, an incident occurred 
whi h des sm hnap ngn tjce ; — an incident, which 
for u ral h m and ae!f-d j g harity, gives to bis name 
eve lb 1 h n ha f b n he Founder of the College 
for t 1 

I p f h n h f July 1793, a malignant dis- 

orde 1 h n p d b h 1 How Fever in its most fatal 
forn b k W ee b w n Ai-oh and Kaoe slreets in 

the y f Ph 1 1 Iph a Ex nd g noithwarda to Vine stieet, 
it was oon m nun d P n nd thence esfended to the 
parall I nd b unn and west E(eiy ittempt 

to stay bed dp In Ig and the pestilence swept 
onwh 1 pw g-hn^fh foiee with fresh victmis, 
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until tie fair city became one vast oliarnel-IiouEe. All whose 
means or oiraum stances permitted, fled in dismay, and tie scenes 
of horror and death that were exhibited in the streets of Philadel- 
phia, particularly from the 25tli of August until late in the month 
of September, could not have been escelled, in proportion to the 
popuktion, by the famous plague of Athens, or the pestilence of 
London. The ties of nature were for the moment forgotten, or 
ruptured. Authentic cases ate recorded, where pai-ent and child, 
and husband and wife, died deserted and alone, for want of a little 
care from the hands of abeent kindred. The public buildings were 
closed, most of the churches were shut up, and the few remaining 
open were nearly deserted; grass liferally grew in the streets, and 
nothing disturbed the silence of this desolation, except the ocea- 
wonal wail of some TJotim which stole out upon the air, or the 
rumbling of the cart which carried the sick man to the Hospital, 
or the dead man to the grave. 

In the midst of this terrific pestilence, an anonymous call ap- 
peared on the 10th of September in the Federal Gazette, the only 
paper which continued to be published, statiag that all but three 
of the Visitors of the Poor had either fled or succumbed to the 
disease, and begging for assistance from such benevolent citizens 
as would volunteer their aid. In consequence of this call, a meet- 
ing was held at the City Hall on the 12th and another on the 14th 
of that month, at which a committee was appointed of those who 
voluntarily offered their services in the dangerous undertaking. 
This committee, originally consisting of twentj-seven, but which 
ultimately dwindled to twelve members, immediately proceeded to 
take active measures for the relief of the distressed. Tiieir first 
care was directed to the organization of the Hospital at Bush Hill, 
which was reported by the Physician in attendance as beiug with- 
out order or regulation, far from clean, and in immediate want of 
qualified persons to begin and establish the necessary arrange- 
ments. These qualified agents were not to be had. Money could 
not pui'cbase such self-devotion, for the entrance to that pest-house 
was deemed but a passage to the grave. At this trying moment, 
two men magnanimously offered themselves aa the forlorn hope of 
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the committee. On the minutes of that hody under date of Sep- 
tember 15, ia found the following extract: "Stephen Giiurd, and 
Peter Helm, members of the committee, commiserating the calam- 
itous state to which the sick may probably be reduced for want of 
suitable persons to superintend the Hospital, voluntarily offered 
their services for that benevolent employment." The late Ma- 
thew Carey, himself also a member of that body, describing this 
incident, writes as follows : " At the meeting on Sunday, September 
the 15th, a circumstance occurred to which the most glowing pen- 
cil can hardly do justice. Stephen Girard, a wealthy merchant, a, 
natire of France, and one of the members of the committee, sym- 
pathizing with the wretched situation of the sufferers at Bush 
Hill, voluntarily and unexpectedly offered himself as a manager to 
superintend that Hospital. The surprise and satisfaction excited 
by this extraordinary effort of humanity, can be better conceived 



To estimate properly the value of this act of self-devofion, we 
must call to mind that Mr. Girard was then in the zenith of his life, 
and already a man of wealth and influence, with a prospect before him 
of a long career of happiness, usefulness, and riches. A foreigner, 
and w h ut immediate family, it could not be expected that any 
8 n b nds of sympathy existed between him and the people of 
tha p ence-strichen city. Before him stood probable death in 
n epulsive form; certain and heavy losses were to be 
en d n the neglect of his private interests; the most loathsome 
and he n ost menial duties were to be performed in person ; and 
h poss ble reward of all this was a nameless grave upon the 
h g ta f Bash Hill. 

On h iftemoon of the same day on which he offered his ser- 
vices, Mr. Girard entered upon his duties, and his persevering and 
decisive character was immediately felt in every thing. Order 
soon reigned where all before was confusion ; cleanliness took the 
place of filth ; attendants and medicines were at hand; supplies 
and accommodations were provided, and on the very next day he 
reported the Hospital as ready to afford every assistance. The 
following interesting extract from a letter written by him at this 
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time to Lie friend Saniatan in Marseilles, describes vividly tlie wn- 

dilion of thiaga in this unfortunate city " The mortality k so 

g Ih gill 1 plltoCd 

n fi k tobybldlfiw 

a d pi bl ti T f p il wl b 

pal 1 d h fl d f b h 1 11 1 

b Be 1 d d Ph 1 npb n d 1 



Alb bl d d fi b msel ft to 

ybd Thy dph ddld! 

n cess d 1 p >1 h Id mb h m 

hy pldhp wh jp dfiwdby 

furnished burial for the dead; they received under their care 192 
orphan children, (many of them infants,) whose natural pi-otectora 
bad perished of the fever; they cleansed and purified all infected 
places; and they oeisad their labois onlj when they had taken 
precautiona against a simiUr cjlamity in futuie, h3 pi ocuiing better 
sanitary leguhtions, and a permanent Hospital for lach diseases 

The deadly natuie of the sickness rna3 be inferred fiom the 
fact, tbit dunng the peiiod between (be 1st of August and the 
0th of November 40:il inteiraents tork place m the burml 
grounds in and ab ut the cit\ out of i population of not quite 
25,000 persona who remained m Philadelphia and the Districts 
during the Phgue 

The feeling' which ^^,tuatcd Mi Girai 1, and the modest esti 
mate which be phced upon these slivii^Sj maj be beat inferieJ 
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from the followiag estraots of the very few and brief letters which 
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fov this belief has ever been furnished. Oa the contrary, his 
books would seem to show that he must have sustained heavy 
losses hy the destraction of large amounts of goods^ in Cape 
Francois, when that town was burned by the insurgents, and by 
the massacre or bankruptcy of many of the merchants who were 
in his debt. 

His advancement to great wealth was henceforth sure and rapid. 
During the period that intervened between 1793 and 1812, his 
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busiaesa had extended OTer a much larger 
eonfiniDg Liinself as before to the c 
or an ocoasioDal voyage to the soiith of fc d d g 

from the usual custom of merchants in exp g 
he adopted a Hjstem of uieroantile operat p d 

him of iucalcuiable advantage. This oonais 
voyages, iit which, hy repeated exchanges d ff h 

venture w in lly ned increased hy t m te 

fits, Th g n of this country, w h his h 

ships w f h d w exchanged with th L h 

mercha f B i s for the fruits of the 
the oth n 1 p v the Russian for th p w h 

the sara ssel b ugl back to him ; or th d ff 

the We Ind f hed him at Hamhu g m h 

the outw d g 1 e Spanish doJIais w 

him at 1 Sj Id Calcutta or Canton, p 

olim nil h g his doors flora each distant poition of the 
gl be h dd 1 h f th? world It was duiing this peiiod, 
h be V 1 i fl did fleet of lesseh whiot he prinapilly 
naued d h d riench Philosophers, ind whn,h were 

h n un 11 marine f ji quality and size The Rous'^eau, 

he T I , h H tius, and the Montesquieu, were among 
the most favored and most suooeasful of hia vessels 

The skill 'and judgment required in conducting such comjhcnted 
aSaira, and the unusual ability eshihted in the letters cf in'struo- 
tion to his captains, supeitargooa, or consignees, in these voyages, 
displaying alike a thorough knowledge of his profession and au 
intimate acquaintance with human nature, evidence that Mr Gi 
rard possessed a mind and powers thit would ha\e rendered him 
eminent in any department of life, and tliit with the aivantages 
of extended education he would have beon cne cf the most distin- 
oae f tliL mjst lemirkihl men of 



In these letters of instiu tion, which are admiiahle models of 
their kind, he was most pieu e and particulai in giMng directions 
. for every contingency, and he mvariably required the stui-test obe- 
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(lienne to his orders, let the result be what it might. He was also 
rigid in demanding from his officers and men, correct liabita and 
conduct while in bis employment. Having some suspicion of one 
of the officers of his ship Voltaire, about to sail in 1815 to Can- 
ton, he wrote t« Captain Bowen, " I desire you not to permit a 
drunlien or immoral man to remain on board of jour ship. When- 
ever such a man ikdubn dg b 
of the crew, nomewhh dh^hmwbn yu 
have the opportun y An f any fn p u hudnt 
conduct themaelve ppeyl b yu hmal 
would myself, ftytenb hh h an r 
business, so after hjaf ymybn tobn es 
and to their count y 

In 1802 he was ted p n li f w-c n n the 

oonncila ofPbilad hndhnud -ate sea 

them in that capacity faithfully and usefully. For over twenty- 
two years be also discharged the duties of Warden of the Port, to 
which office he was annually appointed by the various state admin- 
istrations. For although the absorbing character of his extensive 
business, as well as bis retiring disposition, prevented him from 
eeekiag any distinction foreign fa his occupation, yet ho fully re- 
cognized the claims that the Public have to the services of every 
citizen. As a Director of many public institutions he also freely 
gave his time, which to bim really was money and in the dis- 
charge of all these duties he was faithful, prompt, and intelligent 

About the year 1810, the funds belonging to Mr Girwd in the 
hands of Messrs. Baring, Brothers and Co. of Jjondon hid in- 
creased to nearly one million of dollars. To withdraw this large 
amount without danger of loss was a task of no oidin iry difficulty, 
and his papers show that he esperienoed much ilarm md inxiety 
on this account. Eschange in England had fallen below par; the 
solvency of the foreign house was for a time a matter of greal 
doubt, aod the difficulties between Great Britain atfd this country 
already threatened war. But by skilful management he succeeded 
safely and profitably in extricating his money, principally by pur- 
chasing in Eoglaad United States government stock and ehares of 
2* 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



18 EIOCFiim (r hTWllLV GIR4ID 

tho Bank of the United Elites Hmn^ thua obla ned so large 
aaintoiestm this bant upon the espintion of ts oL uterin 1811 
he determined to lee me ^banker and having in June 1S12 pnr- 
cha^ed the banl ing house of that initituti n he commenced hia 
operations The tusmew of the Nati ml Bank md the lunds in 
its vault's retm ned with h a in'*titution nd he thai began his 
new ar er with unusual ailvantages tn 1 prospects of success, 
while at the same time the di'.tie s which would have lesultcd 
from the ahatiautiou of so large an amount of capita! from tlie 
community was prevented 

He did not hiwever permit this new ocoupilion to withdraw 
Iiim irom bis former merointile putsmts His tride w (h Cliina, 
the East Indie", and other places east of the Cape of Good 
Hope, as well is with the north ff Cuiope wis coofinued as es- 
tenai\elj and as profitably as hitbetfo Although the skiH with 
whioh he diiect-ed hia business gave his operatitns geneial success, 
it must not be supposed that equal good fortune attended ail hia 
epeoalatious. Oi^oasionally ho met with heavy losses, and his emi- 
nent genins for his piofession was as strongly shown by the celeri- 
ty with which he recovered from reverses, as by his usual suceess. 
" We are all the subjects, (he says in one of hia letters,) of what 
you call ' reverses of fortune.' The great secret is to make good 
use of fortune, and when reverses come, receive them with ' sang 
froid,' and by redoubled activity and economy endeavor to repair 
them." A striking instance will best illustrate this trait in his 
character. On the 17th of December 1810, bis fine ship the 
"Montesquieu " sailed from the port of Philadelphia for Valparaiso, 
and thence for Canton, where she arrived on the IPth of Febr 
juary 1812. In November of the same year, she sailed from this 
latter place for Philadelphia with a most valuable China cargo on 
board. Singular aa it may seem, ahe passed through that immense 
extent of sea without meeting a British cruiser or speaking a vessel 
that could inform her of the war whicii then existed between Great 
Ei-itain and this country. She arrived oft' the capes of the Dela- 
ware on the night of the 26th of March 1813, and commenced 
g guns for a pilot. This firing soon attracted the atten- 
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tion of a small sohooner called "La Paz," (indignantly described 
by Mr. Girard ae about the size of a wood-shallop,) then laying 
inside the eape off Lewistown, and which, proved to be a tender 
to the British man-of-war " Poictiers " As soon as tiie light and 
the tide served in the morn og th a sm^ill nnd ill m nne 1 cnft 
pushed out to sea, and sa 1 ng up to the un es st n^ th ugi well 
armed Montesquieu, captured her anl her valu ble c ^ 

The loss of this fine vessel ani cargo nei her of ivh h was n 
sured, at bis very doors alter ]" ss ng safely ih ough all the per h 
of the sea wis of course a severe tiial to Mi G-ir ird , but he im- 
m d ly b epainng the disaster, and after the necessary 
n g n w h b John Bercfcrd, who then commanded the 

Engl 1 sq ad a u out wateri!, he ranaonied her for the very 
I g um f ISO 000 dollars which be paid in c in The vessel 
was d nd p eeded up to the city, and his ealouhtions and 

f es 1 w m illy realized m the result, for it is shown by 
h b k h n w thatanding this heavy loss, the cargo brougiit 
h m p £ a large portion of the teas producing as high 

as 12.14 per pound at auction, in consequence of the scarcity 
caused by the war. 

Soon after hia arrival at Pbikdelpbia, Mr. Girard took the oath 
of allegiance to the Government, (the preliminary residence now 
required being then not necessary,) and became a citizen of the 
United States. His attachment to his adopted country was sin- 
cere and uadoubfed. In heart and on principle a republican, his 
sympathies were soon warmly enlisted for the land which had shel- 
tered him, and under whose free institutions be had prospered. 
On several occasions during the war of 181'' be rendered valuable 
services tothg m hpl g dp!b esourcea 

of bis bank, fdfEly J ml n Ad when, 

in 1814, the p bl d w p d d h u a of the 

country were I x d h p mp ly pp d f w ! nd sub- 
scribed toa jlglnwhhhd hd vainly 
before sought to b Th w w w 1 f rnished, 
public eonfid w d 1 f b 11 victories 
a pe wh h b hu ■ef d a a 1 written 
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ia 1S15 to his friend Morton of Bordeaux; — "The peace which 
has taken place between this country and England, will consoli- 
date for ever our independence and insure our tranquillity." In 
1814, the government was unable to pay the interest on the public 
debt. Mr. Girard, to whom the United States were indebted in 
a very large amount, promptly set an example to other credi- 
tors by writing to A. J. Dallas, then Secretary of the Treasury, 
as follows : " I am of opinion that those who have any claim for 
interest on public stock, &c., should patiently wait for a more 
favorable moment, or at least receive in payment treasury- notes. 
Should you be under the necessity of resorting to either of those 
plans, as one of the public creditors, I shall not 
Daring the period when the neutral poaitioc 
gave its shipping superior advantages, and whe 
cautious in forbidding his captains to receive o 
passenger or cargo other than his own, his lett 
aimost alwajrs contain the stereotype paragraph. 
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tended thriughout tin, noigliborhcod, and m i^h tf tin. tclcbnty 
which the m^iXets of Philadelphia ha\e enjcjed la this due to 
bis enteipnse and lo^e of such puiauits 

To Lverj judicious public improvement he wis xn eaily and 
constant friend, but so letinng was his disposition, that when the 
directors of the Schujlkill Niiigation Company, wishing to testify 
Lheir giatitudb for his kmineas m loaning large amounts f f monej 
and tiking large imouuts of stock, bj firraal vote requested him 
to sit for his porti-iit, to be preserved m the archives ot tbe com- 
pany, be peremptonly refuaed compliance 

Although cautious not to be imposed upon in -iff rdmg 
relief the beoit of Mr Girjrd was nDt often closed to in t ithen 
tie cise of distress There is iniple CMdenoe to show that his 
private chanties were much more extensne than tht woild his 
^ven hini ciedit for Although diffeiing from the gitat majority 
,of denominations in his religious sentiments he give fieely when 
his a«si3tince was asked fjr the eiectnn. of churches and otbtr 
Christian institutions To hia neighbors, espe:,ia!ly when siok, 
he was attentive and hamine, nuising them and administenng to 
their ailments, in which he had consideiable skill, and in which he 
always took pleasuie His beliet in the many simple remedies 
with which he was in the halit of tieating the sick wis accom- 
panied, aa IS not unusuil in such oises, with a lathei disparaging 
opinion of the Mtdioal Piofes'.ion In the annual lecuirence of 
thefeVer which fillowid foi many yeais the epidemic of 17 ")8, and 
in which his services were always freely rendered to the sick and 
poor, he attributed much of the severity of the disease to the igno- 
rance of the local physicians about the nature of tlie pestilence. 
The following humorous allusion to the doctors is found in a letter 
written in January 1799 to liia friend Devize, then in France, but 
who had been associated with him as physician of the Bush Hill 
hospital in 1793. After describing the effects of the epidemic, ha 
says : — " During all this frightful time, I have constantly remained 
in the city, and without neglecting my public duties 1 have played 
a part which will make yon smile. Would you believe it, my 
friend, that I have visited as muny as fifteen sick people in a day. 
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d when leeeiied, yet a sufficient i 
esist to cause wonder at their frequency, and excite a 
transparent cupidity of their wiiters It is not kno 
period of his life his attention was fust lireetci to iL 
ment of on Institution f 1 Oipliios but theie 13 leaao 
that the idea had been enteilaiued foi yeira and that the details 
of its phn had been the subject of long and carefnl reflection 

It is at le St a curiou'; coincidence in cmncction with this sub 
ject, that among his pipers are found two anonymous letters in 
the French linnUige whith were sent to Ml Guard in 1810, 
accompanied by a copy of the Testament ut Toitunfi Rioaid, to 
whose benevolent bequests the wnter earnestly calls his attenticn 
The main object of these com munical ions, which are written with 
unusual ability, would «eem to ha\e been to induce hini to transfer 
his great wealth to his native land Foi this purpose they en 
. deavor to appeal to the feeling which is &uppu'iKd neier to bo 
extinguished, ot attachment to the fatheilaud ' 
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p tu e f France, her arts and arms, Thej refer to the distracted 
c ud n f this cimntry, on the proba^ble eve of a war with the 
to p e -ful nation of Europe, in which the United States 
nu b subjugated, and assure him, tliat in the anarchy follow- 
ing conquest, hia fortune will he scattered and lost. They remind 
liim that in Europe wealth gives rank and distinction, while here 
the man of silver is not respected, but only valued. Appealing 
to bis well known love foi agricultural pursuits, they draw a 
striking picture of this " guide and patron of all French mer- 
chants" located m the fertile and bejutifal fields of Languedoe, 
the owner ot thoutanda of broad acres, of beiutiful vinejai'ds and 
splendid herds, and finally deeciibe him as dying, after founding a 
magnificent initilution of benevolence in Pans — his name descend- 
ing to posterity, ble'sed by the poir an 1 bomdtss 4ad they 
conclude with this striking expression, that he must remember 
that "beni_i jlence is the onlj tieisuie which the neb man can 
take with him to the grave 

In bis personal hilita, Mr Guard was a m^del of reguKnty 
and abstemiousness and to these quilities must be ittributed bis 
Yigoroua benltb, long lite and geneni frpedom trora disease An 
early riser, he devoted the iaj most faithfully tfl industrious pur 
suits, ind as has been with justice remaiked, hia very relasations 
weie merp vaiicties of labor His dwelling house was under the 
same rocf with his counting room, in a narrow street near the 
nier, ind in a locality almost entirely occupied by stores The 
furniture was substantia! but pi un and Lis only equipage was a 
homely chaise drawn by a sober looking farni-hor^e In his dress 
and personal appenrance he wis as plain as the humblest citizen, 
and so far was he fiom piide rf purse, that ni stringer oouH bnve 
distinguished this pnssehsoi of millions from any if the f il g 
thousands around bim 

Theie is no evidence that he loied money The disappoint- 
ments of bis early days, and moie pxrticulaily the sidnesa of bia 
mavned life, with the absence of thise social claims and pleasuio' 
which give to man his usual urns ind ob|p(ts, would oeem to have 
rendeied busmesa and the ictumulation of utalth lather a oeces- 
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sary oooupition than a souice oi del):;ht Ni one ivho Ini had 
access tu bis puvate papers can till to Income iniprea'-ed with tke 
behef, that thone eaily itisappomtaienta iurnish the tine key to 
his entire ohiianter Origin illy of warm and gentious impulse's, 
the belief in childhood that ho had njt heeo guen his shaie of 
the love and kindness wlii(,h wae extended to ofhers, ch inged the 
natural eurient of his feeling*, and acting on a warm and passion 
at« tenipci imcut, alienated him from Ini home, his parents, and his 
fnends And when in after time tlieie wai supeiadded the years 
of bitter anguish resulting tiom his unt)itunat(, and ill-adipted 
mariiagp, renlered even more poignxnt by the necessity of con- 
cealment and the cmsequent injustice of public sentiment, and 
maning ill his (.henahed expectations, it may be readily undei- 
stood why eonstant oecupatiDU becime a necesaity, and labor a 
pleisure The acoumuktirn of money was then the result, and 
not the aim of his labors In an action of law brought against 
bis estate after his death, a lettei to the pliintitt fiiin Mi Girarl 
was piodueed ind reid In it, occur these stnking words, — 
" When I rise in the moining, my only efiort is to libor so hard 
during the day, that when the night comes, I may be enabled to 
sleep soundly " What a vihta of disippomfed h^pts and bioken 
ties, what nii&ery m the midst of millions, is ptesented in this short 
sentence I Still from time to time, the genial affection with which 
nature had originally endowed bim beamed foilh in spite i f the 
clouds of affliction and trouble Tins was CYideneed in bis general 
Inve for childien, and partmularl} by tbp sti Dng aff ction he dis 
played for his giand niece Ciroline Lallemand, m the care with 
which he nurture! in his own house, and educated, the orfban 
daughters of his brolhtr John in bis support fir many jpsra, and 
until their deaths of his lunt Lifirgue, and bis aistei Victniic, 
in the as'-istincc extended to hn brother Etienne, and the kindness 
with which he brought to this country and educated bis two s ns, 
and in the interest be alwajs diajhjed for those who hod 
been reared m bis ser\ice md whoee condoel and charactei pleased 
and sitisfied bim \nJ i\ben in the midat ol pe tiltnce 
and death, the concealed but still In ng spnnt,5 ot lo\e fn bia 
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race broke forth afresh, no danger was too gieat, and no service 
too severe, for this misunderstood but letllj kind hoavttd man 

He thus compai'ed his own condition with that of hig tiiend 
Duplessis, in a letter wiitten to the lattei in Spw Oileans in 1804. 
" I observe with pleasure that you Slave a numerous family, that yoa 
are happy and in the possession of au honest fortune, This is all that 
a wise man has the right to wish for. As to myself, I live like a 
galley-akve, oonstnntly occupied and often passing the night with- 
out sleeping. I am wrapped up in a labyrinth of affairs, aud worn 
out with care. I do not value fortune. The love of kbor is my 
highest ambition. You perceive that your situation is a thousand 
times preferable to mine." No one can become acquainted from 
his confidential papers with the scope and power of his mind, and 
the grandeur of his enterprises, without becoming also convinced 
tiiat be was a most remarkable man, of penetrating sagacity and 
massive intellect, and possessing elements of greatness o£ which 
the busy world around him was little aware, when they regarded 
him merely aa a merchant seeking his profit. 

In the winter of 1830, Mr. Gimrd, while walking in the streets 
of Philadelphia, was thrown down by a passing vehicle, and 
received such injuries of the head, that, for the first time, a 
marked failing was observed in his physical powers. But he had 
apparently almost recovered from its effects, when in December 
1831, he was atti^ked by the influenza, then prevailing epidemi- 
cally. This soon prostrated him, and the disease resulting in 
pneumonia, it was before long evident that be could not survive 
the attack. The last few dnys of his life were spent in an uncon- 
scious state, and on the 26th day of December, at four o'clock 
■n 1 fte M 0" d d t ■ t 
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mereiul enterprise, industry, and capaeit-y. bad ever accumulated ia 
tbis oommunity, required unusual skill and labor ; but suoh wei-e 
tbe intelligence and ability of the gentlemen to whom he bad con- 
fided this duly, that bis vast affairs were conducted to a'successful 
issue, without material loss or delay. ^ 

Mr. Girard directed that the business of bis bank should be 
settled apart from that of his individual estate, and for this pur- 
pose in February 1826 he had executed a deed of assignment, to 
take effect upon the day of his death, authorizing his Trustees to 
k ui d te p ss n sets b b k dp d 

ffaapd pb d hfi 

whh edh pfbta 

ffityhee yb dfm 

h nteguphdti Tto da tate 

w hdb nidp hS dyp dghdh u 
which it appoared, that bis estate was liable on demand for 909,844 
dollars, while to meet these claims only 17,350 dollars in specie 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



BIOGRAPHY OF STEPHEN GIRARD. 

were found in the vaiilla of the biok Their attention n 
d dtohlbtad h Ihw 

to to 4 9 9()1 1 11 \ h p 1 



d 
by P 

h m 
wl 1 h 


1 tO|J 

h d 1 


tu w 


n to d 

In 1 
dd Ip 



w a p S.H 


to g d 


h 1. t Tl 


y glh 


J d fid 1 J 


d 1 ff ( h 


p d g 1 
gdlj J 
d M 


d m 
9 d 1 b 1 a 


m d l 


wl dg m nk d 


« b 
d M 


I gin 
b d 1 6 f 


% p y 
1 mpl 
Idsp 


U 1 b m 
d iF f b 1 g 
d w b p p d 



wh 1 



d I If w 

d f 11 ce d 

Hi3 f wh I m ted b 7 500 000 d 11 rs w 

d dfhfUgm rh !dw 

ment of hia College, he gave 2,000,000 dollars ; to different Insti- 
tutions of Chanty in and ahout I'hiladelphia, 116,000 dollars; to 
his relatives and nest of kin, 1-10,000 dollars; to the city of Phil- 
adelphia foi' the improvenient of its eastern front, 600,000 dollars ; 
to tlie Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for internal iinprovemeats, 
800,000 dollars ; to sundry friends or persons who bad been in 
Lis employment, annuities representing a principal suia of 65,000 
dollars ; and he also bequeathed various legacies to apprentices and 
servants, and to those of his captains who would bring his vessels 
safely into port. Ho also demised to the cities of New Orleans 
and Philadelphia 280,000 acres of land, situated in the state of 
Louisiana; but this land was subsequently lost to the legatees by 
a decision of the Supreme Court of the United States. The resi- 
due of his wealth was devised to tbe City of Philadelphia for the 
following purposes; Ist, for the improvement and mainteaanco of 
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his College, 2d, for the estabhshment of a better sj stem of pohee, 
and 3d, to improve the city and dirainibh taxation 

Tlie estimate which hia fellow citizi-ns placed upon his clniicter, 
may he host learned hy the folhwing extract fiom the eloquent 
resolutions adopted by the ciunoila of Phihdelphia it the time 
of hia death "Omtemplating the humility of his origin and 
contraating therewith the \arn,ty and extent of hia noili^ and 
weilth, the mind is filled with ahmiition of the nnn nd pio 
fiundly impres'fed with the value of hia example Numeious and 
solid as the edifiooa are, which he constructed m the city and viom 
ity of Philadelphia, they will contiibute but a transitory record of 
what he was, when compaied with tlie moral influence that juuit 
arise fiom a Lnowieige ot the meuts, and means, by whii-h lie 
acquiipd his immense estate These meiita and means, wire pro- 
bity of the stncteat kind diligenre unsurpastied peisneunL* m 
all pursuits and a frugahly is remote fiom paiBimony as fiom 
estraviganoe The goodness of his heait was not manifested by 
O'-tentatious subscription or loud profe^i'ion , but when pestilence 
still ed ibroad he nskfd his life to pieseive from its ra\a5res the 
most humble of his fellow-citizens, and wherei ei sorrow, unaccom- 
j inied hy immorality, appeared at his door, it wis thrown wide 
open His person his hjnip, and his habits evinotd the love of 
what wis simple, anil he was a devoted friend to thiise pnneiples 
ot cnil iiid rehgious liberty which aie the basis of the pohne^l 
fabric of his adopted country." 

Hewitt, in Ilia " Homes and Haunts of the Poets," describes in 
the following sentence the benevolence of such philanthropists as 
Stephen G-irard, and although referring apecially to the old mer- 
chant who founded, at Bristol, the achool at which the " marvellous 
boy," Chatterton, reeeived his eduoation, the extract ia a trutliful 
and fitting eonehision to this brief Biogiapliy of the dead mariner 
and merchant, who also like Edward Colston, thus has " made his 
riches do his generous will for ever." " Tou cannot help feeling 
the grand benevolence of those wealthy merchunta who mnlca 
their riches do their generous will foi' ever; who become thereby 
the actual Fathers of their Cities to all generations; who roll in 
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every jcar of tlie woi'ld's progress sonic liuge stone of ansiety 
frovii the hearts of poor widows; wbo clear the way before the 
unfriended but aotive and worthy lad ; who put forth their invisi- 
bl h d f th h f th ■ t d be 01 th ^ iiuiue 

d glfhphcef 1 g ft-om 

h 1 Id h h b d orant 



p 11 !■ f d d I d f the 

1 fi 15 d its 

h h f p 1 p h m esting 

y f Ph 1 d Ipl f U h United 

m d d 1 hi ni[ ghable 

U h mpl d 11 cured 

f d 1 fi to f 1 beueS- 

itj wise and hi seeini, Bliimer and Mtichant." 
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ITS PLAN OF ORGANIZATION AND BISCIPIINE. 



Ma. (riiaid died oq tie Ibth of December, 1881. As soon aa 
his execQtors had advanced sufiiciently far in the settlament of 
his krgp estate to authorize the undertating, the Councils of Pbii- 
adelphitt, who were selected bj him as his trustees, took the neces- 
aary ateps to carry out his loti-ntirns. Aceoi-dingly, on the 11th 
of Febiuary 183B, they elected a Board of Directors, to superin- 
tend the organization and miaagement of the College in conformity 
with his will 

This bodid, which consisted of eighteen of the most prominent 
citizens of Phihdelphia, oiginized on the 18th of the same month 
by the ckction ol Nicholas Biddle as chairman, and immediately 
entered upon the dischnge of their ' duties. As the ordinance 
ci-eatiag a Board of Direcfors couterred no power with regard to 
the consiruolion of an edifice for the College, the Councils on the 
21st of March appoinled a sub-committee of their body, to he 
called the " Building Committee," who with eight members of the 
Board of Directors, and the architect, were instru(tted to prepare 
a plan for the College Building. 

The joint committee met on the 18th of April 1833, and after 
dueesa 'a ' d t m' d th he designs which bad previously 
been rece i m 11 p -ts f he United States in competition 
for the p n ni if d h Id b set aside, and Thomas U. Wal- 
ter Esq h i d b n I ted be architect, was instructed to 
prepare a pla f 1 M B Iding, with a porlJco extending 
around h n nl uformiug in the dimensions and 

(30) 
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farm of tlic Cplla, or body of the building, to the din 
down in the will of Mr. G-irarJ. 

The design prepared by this gentleniiiji, substantially tbe pre- 
sent ediSce, was approved by Councils on the 29tlk of April, and 
csoavations for the foundations having been commenced on the 
6th of May following, the corner-stone of the College was laid 
with fitting ceremonies on the 4th of July, 1833. 

The main edifice, and out-buildings, were completed and trans- 
ferred to the Directors on the 13th of November 1847, making 
fourteen years and six months aa the entire period occupied in the. 
execution of the work. 

The total amount expended for this construction, not inclacling 
the western out-building which has since been erected at a cost of 
20,000 dollars, was 1,933,821.78 dollars. If no depreciation had 
taken place in the value of the stocks and loans, originally set 
apart by the Commissioners for the Girard Estate to constitute u 
Fund, a !arge surplus would have remained to support the Institn- 
tioti ; and if the same rate of interest bad continued which waa 
accruing at the time of the transfer, the College-Fund would have 
amounted to 1,500,000 dollars, after deducting the whole cost of 
the work. But during the years 1841-2—3-4, the stocks depre- 
ciated immensely in value, and it became finally necessary, in 
order to complete the work, to draw on the residuary fund, thus 
causing also considerable delay in the progi-ess of the work. 

The following condensed statements exhibits the amounls appro- 
priated and expended in the construction of the College. 

On the 20th of April 1833, the Commissionei's of the G-irard 
Estates set apart the following stocks and loans, to constitute the 
College Fund, viz.:— 

6331 Shares of stock in tlie Bank of the United 

States 5664,715.00 

8 Certificates of loan— Pennsylvania 1,221,785.00 

1 Certificate of City Corporation 113,500.00 

Making $2,000,000.00 
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Total amouDt of intaiv.si which acorued from time 
tci tiiiiB, on the unexpended portions of the 

Fund ¥854,536.21 

Cash received from sale of refused materials 1,587.20 

Amount takoQ from residnary Fund, to complete 

the College 31,525.11 



82,887,648.5-2 



Amount expended for building College $1,933,821.78 

Loss on saleof stocks at Esecutors' valuation 900,813.30 

Amount expended hy the Trustees and Directors 
unconnected with the building of the Col- 
lege 51,835.22 

Unexpended balance of appropriation 1,178.22 



|2,887,6J8.52 

1) I f h B Id g f 1 fF la 
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on appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States, in which 
thej laid claim not only to the specific fund for the endowment of 
the College, hut also to the whole lesiduary portion of the Testa- 
tor's estate 

The iiiiin ground rocitecl in the bill was that the trusts for the 
Oiph n C liege were ahsulutelj voidj 1st, because as to the real 
estute the citj had no capacity to take by devise; 2d, that if 
they ha 1 such capacity generally, they could not take it in trust 
for other persons; and 3d, that they could not take either real or 
personal property upon the tj-usts which were declared for poor 
orphan children, &c., because the objects of the charity were 
altogether indefinite, yague, and uncertain; and therefore the 
trusts weie incapable of execution, or of being cognizable otlaw 
or equitj or of vesting at law in any existing or possible cestui 
que trust Although not specifically set forth in the bill, yet the 
following portion of the will was relied upon aa a most important 
poition of the argument to invaUdato the intentions of the Testa- 
tor I enjoin and require that mo Ecclesiatia, Missionart/, or 
minisUr of any sect whalsoevtr, sliall ever Hold or exercise any 
station or duty whatever in the said College ; nor shall any such 
person ever be admitted for any purpose, or as a visitor, loitldn 
the premises appropriated to the purposes of the said College. 
In m Img this restriction, I do not mean to cast any reflection 
upon -iny sect or person whatsoever; but, as there is such a multi- 
tuio of BCLts, and such a diversity of opinion iimongst them, I 
de iie to ki,ep the tender minds of the orphans, who are to derive 
advantage from this bequest, free from the excitement which 
clashing doctrines and sectarian controversy are so apt to produce. 
My desire is, that all the instructors and teachers in the College 
shall take pains to Instil into the minds of the scholars the purest 
principles of morality, so that on their entrance into active life, 
they may from inclination and hahil, evince benevoience towards 
their fellow-creatures, and a love of trulh, sobriety, and industry, 
adopting at the same time such religious tenets as their matured 
reason may enable them to prefer." 

It was objected, that the foundation of the College upon these 
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principles and exclusions, was derogatory and liostile to the Obris- 
tian religion, and was void, as being aguinst the oommon law and 
public policy; iarst, because of the eselusion of all ecclesiastics, 
missionaries, and niinistere of any sect, and secondly, because it 
limits the instruction to be given to the scholars to pure morality 
and general benevolence, and to a love of truth, sobriety, and 
industry, thereby excluding by implication all instruction In tha 
Christian religion. The cause was first argued before the Supreme 
Court at January Term 1843 by Mr. Stump and Mr. Jonea of 
Washington on behalf of the Girard heirs, and by Mr. Sergeant 
for the city ; but the Judges thinking that it was proper to re-hear 
the cause before a fuller court, a re-arguraeat was ordered and 
took place at January Term 1844, where Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Webster appeared for the complainants, and Mr. Binney and Mr. 
Sergeant for the City and Bsecutors. 

The unanimous decision of the Court was delivered by Mr. Jus- 
tice Story, establishing in an elabowte opinion that .the trust and 
charity were valid and legal, and that there was nothing in the 
devise creating the College, or in the regulations and restrictions 
contained therein, which is inconsistent with the Christian religion 
or opposed to any known policy of the State. 

During the progress of the Building, the Board of Directors 
deemed it advisable to select a presidiug officer of the Institution 
in advance of its organization, who would prepare a system of dis- 
cipline and instruction for the College in anticipation of its speedy 
completion. Having obtained the necessary authority from Coun- 
cils, they accordingly on the 19th of July 1836 elected Alexander 
Dallas Bache of the City of Philadelphia the first President of 
the College, with instructions to visit similar Institutions in Eu- 
rope, and to prnouiv such books and apparatus as should be needed 
in its organization. Upon the return of President Bache in 1838, 
efforts were made by the Board to establish schools pi'eparatory to 
the completion of the College, which it was bow foijnd would 
require several years to finish ; but in consequoiioe of tlje opinion 
of competent legal authority, that thg orgaQization of the lijstitjt- 
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tion before the completion of the buildings would be in violation 
of the will, the requisite' permission was not granted. 

Soon after this period, difficulties arose between Councils and 
the Directors, which resulted ultimately in the repeal both of the 
ordinance creating the Board, and that authorizing th 1 ti n f 
a President. 

From this period, until its completion, the build ng o mm tt o 
continued to ha^e charge of the erection of the C 11 and n 
June 1847, the edifice being then nearly finished, a n w B a d f 
Directors waa again appointed to organize and man ^ th In 
tution. The anomalous character of the College, and the absence 
of any light which entirely similar institutions would have afforded, 
rendered this duty one of great delicacy, as well as unusual diffi- 
evilty. To the earnest labor and skill of the gentlemen composing 
this Board, is justly due the credit of devising a plan, under which 
the College was successfully put in operation, and has since been 
prosperously conducted. 

The buildings were formally transferred to the Directors on tho 
13th of November 1847; on the 15th of December following, 
the necessary offioers and agents were elected, the Hon. Joel 
Jones, then President Judge of the District Court for the City 
and County of Philadelphia, being selected as the President, and 
on the 1st of January 1848, the College was opened with fitting 
ceremonies, with a class of one hundred orphans who had been 
previously admitted. On the 1st of October of the same year, 
one hundred additional boys were introduced, and on the 1st of 
April of the following year, a third class of one hundred pupils 
■was admitted. Since then, from time to time, as vacancies have 
occurred, other orphans have beca admitted to supply their places. 

On the 1st of June 1849, Judge Jones resigned tho office of 
Prpsident of the College, and on the 23d of November of the same 
year, William H. Allen, LL.D. then professor of Mental Philos- 
ophy and English Literature in Dickinson College, Pennsylvania, 
was duty elected to fill the vacancy. This gentleman having ac- 
cepted the appointment, was duly installed on the 1st of January 
1850, and has since continued at the head of the Institution. 
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Wtile tte Councils of the city of Philadelphia, 
Mr. Girard'a will, still retain the general supervision of the 
Institution, the immediate government of the College is vested in. 
a Board of Directors, composed of eisteeQ citiaens of Pbiladelphia, 
four of whom are annually elected by the Select and CoiumoQ 
Councils. This Board holds stated monthly meedngs, and is sub- 
divided into various standing committees, who have respectively 
charge of the principal departments of the Institution, such as 
Instruction, Hoaaehold, Admission and Discharge, &c. It is also 
empowered to make Rules for the government of the Institution, 
to decide the coursic of Instruction, to elect the necessary officers 
and agents, to control the espenditures, and to determine the 
question of Admission and Discharge of Pupils. The will of 
Mr. Girard provides that the Institution shull be for the benefit 
of " poor white male orphan " children. In the absence of a 
more specific description of those for whom the Testator intended 
the advantages of his College, the flrat Board of Trustees decided, 
under legal advice, that the term " Orphan" should he defined " a 
Fatherless child." In eleemosynary Institutions in Great Britain 
and ou the Contment this di.hnitmn it generally recognized js its 
meaning, and aecoiding to our Ixns, the Father is the Paient on 
whom the duties ol education and nurture are dev lied, and 
who'se decease may therefore most naturally give rise to the state 
of orphanige But a still stronger reason for this construction, 
was the belief that Mr Guard had attached this sense to the 
wad in the piLiaritnn f his will This decision h\&, theiefore, 
become the rule if the Institution, md the admiwiona to the 
Cillegp ait thus not confined to those who in the genenl accepta- 
t on of the wcid aie oiphan«, but includes also suoh children as 
have lost b> deith the male parent 

If at any time thi-ie are more ippln-anta than laoanoiea, a 
pieference is giien by the will, 1st, to oiphans boin m the city of 
Philadelphia, 2dly, to those bom in any other part of Penney Ivann, 
Sdly, to those born in the city of New luik, and laatlj, to those 
born in the city of New Otleans, The preference to those bom 
in the fAly of Pkiladeiplda is defined strictly to include the city 
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proper alone, and does not estend to the D stnots wh ch n th i 
respect have no rights over any otl er po t ua f the state There 
is no reason to believe that the e w 1 Le at any t e adn & on 
for children born out of Pennsjlvan i as the aj.pl ca ons f on 
that State have hitherto been many m e than 3 fii ent to iill all 



To bo qualified for admission o phans must be between the 
ages of sis and ten years, and no a; p i^at on s received for adm a 
aion of a child before he attains t u h -^t named age nor can he 
be admitted into the College aitei becom ng ten jears of age 
altliough the application has been aJe j e ui> ly Appl cit ons 
for admission are received on the first M n lay of each m nth t 
the office, Ho. 9 South Fifth street Vetween the hou s of 9 A M 
and ^2, P. M. Tlie motbi,r, or nex i en 1 appear ^ f 8 ch 
purpose, is required to prndui-e the narr a^^e cer fi ate (or n a 
absence some other aatisfaetory evile ce ) a d al the er fi ate 
of the physician setting forth the t me and j lace f b rth 

Answers to the questions coi ta ned n the follow ng form are 
also required to be made in' w t ng and the e st tements mu t 
likewise be vouched for by respect ble c uens a qua ntcd w th 
the facts. 

[FORM OF APPLICATION.] 

To the Directors of the Girard College for ph n 

The undersigned [mother, relative or friend, as h e m y 
be] of having duly considered h f ma n 

given, by the Directors of the Girard College for phan h 

who may desire to place poor white male orphan oh d n h n 
hereby applies for the admission of the said 
the College, he being a poor, white, male orphan, b w n h a^ 3 
of six and ten years. The undersigned, in w he 

several questions, in tho list hereto appended, gi n ic e 
atatement of facts, and desires that those answers ni y b n d 
ered as if they were statements made herein. 

[i^ame of Applicant.] 
4 [Residence, and date of application.] 



,1,1 rCooglc 



QUESTIONS. 

1. What is the name of tlie poor 
white male orphan, for whose 
admission into the Girard Col- 
legR the above application is 



2. When w 


as he born '! 


2, [Sia 
year.] 


e the daj, t 


onth, and 


3. Where 


vas ho born ? 


3. 


4. Whatw 
and when 
die? 


s his father's name, 
and where did he 


4, 


5. Is his m 
she is, wh 
where doe 


other living, and if 
at is her name, and 
she reside T 


5. 



6. Is he sound in niiud and bo- 
dy, and what diseases has he 
had? 

7. What has been his general 
moral conduct ? 

8. Has he had any education ? 

9. Are there any pecuniary 
means at the disposal of his 
mother, or other person, for 
his maintenance and educa- 
lioti? 



ANSWERS. 

1, [State the name in full.] 
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10. By whom, or on what means 
has he been maiatained since 
the death of hia father ? 


10. 


ANSWERS. 


11. What was his father's oeeu- 
patjon or trade ? 


11. 


12. 


12. 


13. 


13. 


14. 


14. 


15. 


15. 


16. 


16. 





^..d believe that confidence maybe pluced in the 

foregoing represenlation, made by , wiio 

applies fur tho admisi^ion of aa a pnor 
white male orphan ohiM into the Giiard College. 

When vacancies occur, the cases of applicants are considered, 
strictly according to priority of application, and if fiiaad to come 
within the provisions and intentions of the will, the orphan is ad- 
mitted upon the execution by the mother or next friend of tha 
following indenture ; — 

is 3 poor white niale orphan 

ind ten years, having been bom on the 

in the year 

in : And 'whereas, 

has applied for his admission into the 



Whereas, 

a the ages of six 
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Girard College for Orphnos, and the Directors thereof have assetittid 
thereto : Now this Indenture witnesseth, that the GiiardJana 
for the Relief and Employment of the Poor of the City of Philadel- 
phia, the District of 8oufhwark,andtheTownshipsof theNortheru 
Liberties and Penn, by the authority of aa Act of the General As- 
sembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsjlvaaia, passed on the 27th 
day of February, 1847, entitled " An Act relative to the Gimrd 
College for Orphans," do hereby, with the consent of 
■which consent is signified by signing and sealing these pre- 

sents, bind the said to the Mayor, Aldermen and 

Citizens of Philadelphia, and their successors, as trustees under the 
will of Stephen Girai-d, deceased, as an orphan to be admitted into 
the said College, to be there maintained and educated accoi-ding to 
the provisions, and in the manner and under all the regulations 
and restrictions specified ia the said will, and under such others as 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia may lawfully 
ordain under the said will ; and the said orphan shall 

abide by and submit to all such provisions, regulations and resti'ic- 
ons and the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, 
he eby co enant, agree and declare to and with the Guardians 
af esa 1 hat the said orphan shall be entitled 

to ha and receive all the benefits of the said College according 
to h 11 of the said Stephen Girard. In testimony -whereof, 
tl e sa d p rties to this indenture have respectively caused their 
c p ra e s als to be hereunto aiGsed, and the said 
ha I he unto set hand and seal this day 

of in the year 



Orphans thus admitted, are fed, clothed, and educated entirely 
by the Institution. No uniform or distinctive dress is permitted 
to be worn. Although residing permanently in the College, they 
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are allowed at stated times to visit their friends at tlioir houii's, 
and to receive visits from their friends at tie College. 

If by malconduct a pnpil becomes on unfit companion for the 
rest, the light to dismiss him summarily is vested in the Directors. 

Those schokrs who may merit it, remain in the College und! 
tlicy anive at between fourteen and eighteen years of age, at the 
discretion of the Board, when they are indentured by tlie Institu- 
tion on behalf of the " Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadel- 
phia," to learn some suitable occupation or trade, until they become 
twenty-one years of age, eoniulting aa far as is judicious the incli- 
nation and preference of the scholar. 

The immediate direction and government of the College is 
vested in the President, who is the chief esecntive officer of the 
Institution, and who is responsible for its proper administration. 
The subordinate officers are under his sole control, and are respon- 
sible to him for the performance of their duties and the condition 
of their departments. 

The household is under the care of a Matron, Assistant-Matron, 
four Prefects and five governesses, who superintend the moral and 
social character and conduct of the orphans, and who administer 
the discipline of the Institution at all times when the pupils are 
not in the schools These officeis have chai'ge of the Dormitories, 
liefectories, Lnvatoiies, Section or Study-rooms, where the school 
lessons are prep ired, ind the Play-grounds. For the purpose of 
better disciphne, the acbnlars aie subdivided into sections, which 
liai'e assigned to them diatm&t officers, buildings, and play-grounds. 

The scbooU are conducted principally, but not entirely, in the 
main College Building Five Piofessors and male instructors, and 
seven female teacheii, are employed in the duties of instruction, 
and the course of educition at present embraces three main divi- 
sions, termed Piimary School No. 2, Primary School No. 1, and 
the Principal Department As a large proportion of the orphans 
admitted into the College have had little or no preparatory 
education, the instruction in the first-named of these schools 
s with the Alphabet, and includes Spelling, Reading, 
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WrilJDg, Aritbmetie, Notation and Tables, Grammar, and Geogra- 
phji the two latter being taught oi'ally. 

In Primary School No. 1, the scholar who has been promoted 
from the lower department, or whose education at the time of his 
admiseion enabled him to enter it, is instructed in Orthography, 
Punctuation, Reading, Writing, Grammar and Composition, Geo- 
graphy, Mental and Written Arithmetic, commencing with Vulgar 
Fractions, Etymology, History (of the United States and England,) 
French, and Drawing. The Test Books, as well as the system of 
Instruction, are of a higher grade than those in use in Primary 
No. 2. 

In the Principal Department, the Pupils receive instruction in 
Beading, Grammar and Composition, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geom- 
etry, Trigonometry, Surveying, Mensuration and Astronomy, 
Ancient and Modern Geography, Genernl History, French and 
Spanish, Penmanship, Drawing and Book- Keeping, Natural Philo- 
sophy, and Chemistry. 

In all the departments, for the purpose of better discipline and 
instruction, the schools are subdivided into distinct classes of 
different grades, under the charge of separate teachers. 

The order of exercises on week-days, is as follows : The Pupils 
rise at 6 o'clock, take breakfast at 6J, attend morning worship at 
7, take recreation until 8, as-semble in sections at that hour, meet 
in the School-rooms at 9, remain thei'e, with 15 minutes recess, 
until 12, then take recreation for half an hour, dine at 12^, take 
recreation from 1 until 2, remain in the School-rooms from 2 until 
5, with recess of 15 minutes, attend evening worship at 5, take 
e tioQ an hour supper at 6i assemble in the section rooms it 
7 tobdm fSlO rdn hg 
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not be preferred, his remains are placed iu the Cemetery attjicbed 
to the Institution, and located witbin its walla. A steward, two 
physicians, and a dentist, having charge of their respective depart- 
ments, are also permaneutly connected with the Institution, 

Citizens are permitted to visit the College on the afternoon of 
the first Tuesday in each month, with a permit signed by a Direc- 
tor. Strangera are admitted on any day of the week, except 
Sunday, between 9 o'clock A. Bi., and sunset, upon the pvesenta^ 
tion of a permit. 

The annual cost per capita, for maintaining, clothing, and edu- 
cating each Pupil, including the current repairs of the furniture, 
buildings, and ground, is about 200 dollars. The funds for the 
support of the Institotiou are not appropriated directly to the 
College, but are in the hands of a Committee of Councils,' termed 
the Commissioners of the Girard Estate, who thus esercise a 
control and supervision over all expenditures, and wlio pay all bills 
contracted by the Institution. 
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The income for the support of the Institution is derived princi- 
pally from the rental of the real estate left by Mr. G-irwd, as the 
cost of erectiog the huildiugs, and the immense losses sustained 
by the depreeiatiou of the stocks and bans, had completely 
absorbed the 2,000,000 dollars and the accruing interest devoted 
to its eonsij-uctioQ and msiintenanoe. 



DESCKIPTION OP THU BUILDINGS.* 



TnE general design of this building is that of a Greek tetnple, 
having eight columns on each end, and eleven on each side, count- 
ing the corner columns both ways, making in all thirty-four co- 
lumns. The order of architecture in which the exterior is com- 
posed, is the Grecian Corinthian. The columns are six feet in 
diameter, nnd fifty-five in height; the bases are nine feet three 
inches in diameter, and throe feet two inches high, and the capitals 
are eight feet six inches high, and nine feet four inches wide on 
the face of the aba.cus. The corner columns have one and one- 
half inches more diameter than the inlernietliate ones, for the pur- 
pose of overcoming the apparent reduction in their size arising 
from their insulated position. Each frustruni composing the shafts, 
as well aa the' bases, consisfs of a single piece without vertical 
joints. 

The shafts are composed of frustra, measuring from two feet six 
inches to six feet three inches in height, accurately jointefl and set 
on milled lead; each shaft is channelled in twenty-four sera i-oircu- 
lar flutes, with fillets terminating under the capita!, in water-leaves. 

The capitals are each constructed in four courses. The first 
course consista of a single piece of one foot seven inches in height, 
embracing aa annular row of sixteen water-leaves; the second is 

*' Condensed from the Report of the Architect. 
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likewise composed of one piece, whioii measures two feet nioo 
inctes in height, and contains an annular ruw of eight acanthua 
leaTes; the third course is comprised of two pieces with a vertical 
joint running through the middle (this course measures two feet 
eleven inches in height and embraces the volutes and the cauli- 
cnli); and the fourth course, composed of four pieces, the vertical 
joints of which are obscured bj hoiiejsuctles, constitutes the aba- 
cus, the height of which is one foot three inches. 

Thus each capital consists of twelve separate pieces, all of whioh 
are securely dowelled and cramped together, and the joints so dis- 
posed between the cauliculi as not to be observed. 

Tliese capitals were all carved on the grounds of the College, 
of marble from Chester County in the state of Pennsylvania, and 
most of the work was executed by American ar ts As a sp c 
men of architectural sculpture, they will not suff r n c pa 60U 
with the most ad\nired structures of ancient or a d t u s 

The net amount of marble in each column, i clud ng the base 
and capita!, is 1346 cubic feetj the weight 103 tons and the cost 
12,994 dollars, as follows : — 

Marble for the base 81,304 

Workmanship of do.". 130 

Hoisting and setting of do 20 

.„ gi,454 

Marble for the shaft 6,044 

Workmancbip of do 572 

Hoisting and setting do 104 

Muting do 480 

-— 7,200 

Marble for the Capita! 2,680 

Workmanship of do 1,580 

Hoisting and setting do 45 

— 4,305 
Rigging, scaffolding, cramping, and lead 35 

112^994 
The architrave over each intercolumuiatlon consists of four 
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blocks of marblo twentj-one foot five iDches in length, four feet 
two inehea ia height, and one foot four and one-half inches in 
thickness, extending from column to column. These architraves 
are relieved of all superincumbent weight, by resolving it directly 
on the columns. This is accoLnplished by placing a block of gra- 
nite of two feet by two feet ten inches, and six feet four inches in 
height on the top of each column, extending through the archi- 
traves. From the top of these blocks a brick arch is turned over each 
interoolumniation behind the frieze, to receive the weight of the 
cornice, and the frieze is likewise constructed on the principles of 
an arch and is kept entirely clear of the architrave, the springers 
being supported by the granite blocks on the head of the columns, 
so that every architrave in the peristyle might be taken out with- 
out interfering with the stability of the structure. 

The cornice consists of a congeries of mouldings, enriched with 
a dentil band, and crowned with a sculptured cymatium of two feet 
four inches in height. The extreme projection of the cornice from 
the face of the architrave, is four feet, and its height seven feet 
sis incheB. The whole height of the entablature is sixteen feet 
four inch^, and of the pediment from the top of the cymatium 
seventeen feet eight inehea ; making the height from the top of the 
ciilurana to the apes of the pediment thirty-four feet, and the ele- 
vation of the pediment one-ninth of the span. 

The exterior of the eella or body of the building measures one 
hundred and eleven feet wide, one-hundred and sistj-nine feet long, 
and fifty-nine feet eight inehea high, including the architrave, which 
corresponds with that of the peristyle. The comers of the cella 
are finished with projecting antse of five feet sis inches in width, 
having bases to correspond with those of the columns. The dooi-s 
of entrance are in the north and south fronts. Each door measures 
sixteen feet in width, and thirty-two feet in height, in the clear, 
and is trimmed oa the outside with moulded antepagmenta of two 
feet seven inches in width, and crowned with a projecting cornice 
supported by richly carved consules, of one foot four inches in 
width by six feet six inches in height. 

Each flank is pierced with twenty windows, four of which open 
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into each room, and one on each flight of stairs. Those which 
open into the roams are grouped and divided by Greek actse, sur- 
mounted hy architraves acid cornices. 

The superstructure rests on a stylobate or basenientj consisting 
of eleven steps, which extend around the entire edifice, thus 
iiaparting a pyramidal appearance to the substrQctura, which con- 
veys an idea of great solidity, and at the same time affoids an 
approach to the peristyle from all sides. The steps are constructed 
of bloclts of marble of ten feet in length, rebated each into the 
other, and secured ta the foundations by means of heavy cramp 
irons. They are ilso supported by cross walls built five feet from 
centre to centie, in winch openings are left, so as to allow a tree 
passage around the whole building 

Tfl hp pd bsmbf 
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The c 1 „ of he [e jl i 1 en ly of cast on 

enr el e I w I J ep sunken p nel d j a n d anil sanded d 
n a f m bie The we ^ht of th ast ron is 142* tons 
43 tons for e h tcr lu n at on nd the ent o u t of the 
eel fig was 14 16 doll s 

The oot s omposed of n arhl tie fo r and i half feet long 
fonr f et w do and two in 1 h ee fou h 1 ea th ck n he 
m ddle tl e s des be og el i ed aa n h a d a half ab e the 
gene al surface t pre nt he v e f o b nn ng nto the jo n a 
at th junc on Eacl t 1 ese j n s co e ed w th a n hie 
saddle, tour and a half feet m length, ten inches in width, and sis 
and a half inches in thickness, and hollowed out on the under side 
so as to embrace the ridges on two adjacent tiles. Every upper 
tile overlaps tho one below six inches; and the linder side is 
grooved and fitted to corresponding ridges and projeotioas on the 
surface, thus preventing admission of water from beating rains or 
capillary attraction. At the same time their constraotion is 
eneh as to admit of being laid without coming actually in contact 
with each other, thus rendering them free to expand and conti-aet 
with the various changes of temperature without producing leaks. 

These tiles rest on nine inch brick walls, built four feet apart 
from centre to centre, across the whole building, on the upper 
surface of the third story arches. This plan of support affords 
access at all times to the under side of every tile, and facilitates 
examination in case of leakage. 

The weight of each roofing tile is 776 lbs., and of each saddle 
214 lbs. The whole number of tiles in the roof being 2046, and 
of saddles 2061, the aggregate weight of the tiles and saddles is 
906 tons; in addition to which, the marble chimney tops and the 
cast-iron skylights weigh 20 Ions, and the lead and masonry of the 
gutters 43i tons, making the entire weight of the roof 969 J tons, 
exclusive of the brick-work which supports it. 

The gutters are composed of bricks and flag-stones laid in 
hydraulic cement, and covered with heavy milled lead, painted 
and sanded. The water is conveyed from the roof by means of 
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four conductors, composed of heavy cast-iron pipes of ten inches 
caliber, securely put together and embedded in the walls. 

The skylights are composed of ca6^il■on tiles and saddles, so 
formed as to present an esterior appearance corresponding with 
the i^st of the roof. In the centre of each tile two lights of glass 
are inserted, measuring nineteen inches in width, forty-two inches 
in length, and half an inch in thickness; and nine of these tiles, 
containing eighteen lights of the above dimensions, ai'e placed 
over each- of the looms in the upper story, and sis tiles, having 
twelve lighlB, over each stmrwaj. The weight of the cast-iron 
composing these skylights is fifteen and a half t^ns and the cost, 
including glass and workmanship, was 2S00 d^lhrs 

The building is three stories in height the li s ai 1 second 
stories being twenty-five feet from floor to fl or and the third 
story being thirty feet in the clear to the tyc of the lome Each 
story is divided as directed by the will, into four rooms, each fifty 
feet -Jjuaie m the clear All the outside foundation walls of the 
cella, and the walls separating the cellars under the rooms, from 
those under the vestibules aie six feet four inches thick ■ and the 
re«t f 1 f d il h f h 

thick Thhkasfh 11 f p j,ii Im 



wall 



ingf 



dh fhhdtoy 
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arch h Ifh pssdec 
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square, witb proje<,ti ns d iijp fojt Ij two feot m the angJes, to 
support the bands Thete pew -iie eompo ed of hnckh and 
dressed granite, laid m alternate secticnf 

The irche? are composed of hard burnt paiiiig tutks, ind 
mortar made of lime, hydraulic cement, and sharp sand 

The chird of these arches on the diagonal, is sixty feet, and 
their versed siae, or rise but eight feet Bioh aioh, including 
its abutments, conUins H7 000 bucks, which together with the 
marble floor nn top, mokes the weight suspended over each ■'Oom 
about 350 tons 

The thirl story arches spring out of the corners of the moms , 
the hoiiz ntal section at the flcor, o springing line being hui fci-t 
square with bands ot one ijot s s incLea by fDur feet These 
bands form seminiroular arohes on the fnur wJls of eich room, of 
thirty two feet two inche- m diameter, and from their ingles it the 
floor, spring the pendentives. The horiBOntal t n f h room 
is thus resolved into a circle at the top of th b d d rowned 
with a dome. The dome, as well aa the h n 1 and pe dentives, 
are enriched with deep cofFerings, and the y f th d n is fin- 
ished with an ornamental fret, and covered w tli an n liylight 
of sixteen feet in diameter. The domes th t u t ir-ways 

are similar to those of the rooms, and have inner skylights of ten 
feet in diameter. The lateral thrust of the arches is resisted by 
iron bands of one inch by five inches, extending around all the 
rooms and vestibules. One of these bands is placed one foot be- 
low and another one foot above the spring of the first and se(tond 
story arches, and one immediately at the spring of those of the 
third story, making five complete bands around tlie building, and 
through all the interior walls. Three bands of similar dimensions, 
one being embedded ia each reguia or architrave moulding, and 
one through the frieze, extend around the portico. Cross bars aro 
also introduced between the building and the entablature, extend- 
ing from the upper bar which belts the building, to the frieze over 
each column, where they are secured to the top of the granite 
posta before described. 

AU the bars are put together with rivets, and tightened bj means 
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of draw-wedges, and all the corners are turned around granite posts 
of six faet ia height, built in the centre of the groin piers. In 
order to give additional strength to the banding, diagonal bars are 
iotrodaced across each groin pier, and securely riveted to the prin- 
cipal bands. 

The aggregate length of ail the bars of this description used 
throughout the building is 12,744 feet, and their weight one hun- 
dred and fourteen tons. The whole cost of this iron banding was 
14,000 dollars. 

The vestibules in the first stpry, and the lobbies over them iri 
the second and third stories, occupy the northern and southern 
ends of the building as directed by the will ; they are each twenty- 
five, by fifty feet esclusive of the space occupied by the stairways. 
The vaulting of each vestibule and of each lobby, springs from 
marble entablatures supported by eight columns and as many antse, 
making in all forty-eight columns and forty-eight antae. The shafts 
of these columns are each composed of a single stone. The order 
of those in the first story is Ionic, in the second story a modified 
Corinthian, from the tower of the winds at Athens, and the thii-d, 
a similar modification of the Corinthian, somewhat lighter and more 
ornate. 

The stairways are situated in the four corners of the building, 
the spaces allotted to them being each twenty-two feet six inches 
wide, and twenty-sis feet sis inches long. They are all composed 
of white marble, and are five feet three inches in width with two 
landings on "quarter paces" in each story. The plan on which 
they are constrneted, is that of "geometrical stairs," having one 
end of each secured in the wall, and one edge resting on the step 

All the stairways, as well as the landings, in the upper stones, 
are finished with rich balustrade of cast-iron, and mahogany rails, 
Bpringing from massive marble newels. The cost of these stair 
ways, including the balustrade, was 18,500 dollars. 

The flooring of the intei'ior of the building amounts in the aggre- 
gate to 38,130 superficial feet; all of which ia done with marble 
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tiles prepared espresaly, of uniform thickness, and baviiig their 
edges worked square so as to prevent them from becoming loose. 

The building is warmed by means of furnaces placed under the 
vestibules, with flues to convey the warm air to the several rooms, 
and ventilated by register opening from each room into the main 



The following materials were used in the construction of the main 
building. 

Tons. 
177,168 Cubic feet of marble, wnghmg 13,537 

21,366 Cubic feet of granite, weighing 1,717 

25,139 Flooring tiles, weighing 409 

12,134,980 Bricks, weighing 27,087 

12,495 perches of building aton*, weighing 19,635 

Wrought iron for bands, cramps, Ha , weighing 134 

Cast iron in ceiling of Portico, weighing 142J 

Cast iron in water-pipes, weighing 18 

Cast iron in sky-lights and inner rims, weighing ISJ 

Milled lead for gutters and setting marble, and lead foi 

cramping, weighing 48 J 

. 53,720 Bushels of lime, weighing 1,431 

60,224 Bushels of river sand, weighing 3,292 

133,646 Bushels of pit sand, weighing 8,759 

4,200 Bushels of hydrauUo cement weighing 250 

Looks, fastenings, glass, lumber in doois md windows, &c 

weighing about 116 



Making the aggregate weight of the building 76,694J 

The area on which the building stands, esclusive of the steps, 
measures 34,344 superficial feet, of which 12,862 feet are occupied 
by the walls, making the proportion of the points of support to the 
voids, roore than as one to two. The average weight resolved on 
each superficial foot of foundation, is about six tons. 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



? THE BUILDINGS. 



Mr Guard dueeted tint At least tDur out-builJiDga dolached 
froii the ma a edifice and from each cclier slicuH be ereUed, 
which buildings ht pidf,red sbould bo sufficientiy opacious fir the 
leaid nee and acoommoditinn if at least three bundled aoholirii, 
an 1 tbe e ju a te teitber^ dnl other persons nei-ea ai j in such an 
mat t t on 

In CO pi an e w th thif piovi i n of tbe will four outbuildings, 
two on the eastern and two on tbe western side of the College, 
hav been on t cted. They stand on the same general range, 
fronting no th ind south, the first being at the distance of one 
hundred ^nd fo ty f et from the main building, and the two build- 
ng h*iv ng an nte ia\ between them of eighty-seven feet. 

E ch of these b Idings measures fifty-two feet wide by one han- 
d ed and twe ty five feet long. They are three stories in height, 
w th a i :to eat of seven feet above the surface of the ground, 
and are all taced w th marble, and roofed with copper, or tin. The 
easter n st bu Id ng, known as Nij. 1, embraces four separate and 
CO nplete dwell ng houses for the officers of the Institution. 

The eaa e n bu H ng No, 2, nearest the College, is occupied as 
a residence by one hundred of the pupils. This house contains 
four dormitories, each measuring nineteen by fifty-four feet, and two 
section rooms of the same siae, with a lavatory, and the necessary 
rooms for the accommodation of the officers and servants. An 
entry or hall, of eight feet in width, extends the whole length 
of the building, on every floor or story. Tbe stairways are situated 
at each end of the halls, and are composed of marble with wiwught 
iron balustrades. 

In the basement of the western building nearest tbe College, 
known as No. 3, is the general Refectory for the pupils, measuring 
eighteen feet six inches in width by one hundred and twenty feet 
in length, together with the principal kitchen and scullery, con- 
taining improved ranges and steam apparatus for the preparation 
of the food. In this building are also the parloi's for the officers, 
Bectioa rooms for a portion of the students, four dormitories, each 
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uineteeu by thirty-nine feet in size, and rooms for the siibordinato 
officers aod servants. 

A covered passage of eleven feet six inches in width, is con- 
structed between this building, and No. 4, which is fitted up as a 
lavatory. 

Tfie western building, No. 4, is divided into sixty-two small dor- 
mitories, and also conCa as the Infiru rv of the Ins on 

Both of these western bu 1 ngs ha e cellars uu ! the 1 lae- 
mcnts, and marble sti ways th gh oj ea tig nto 1 1 s of 
eight feet in w dth wl ch st nd t m c J to en t of t! e 1 1 
ings on every fl oi story 

The spaces betwe n the bu Id ni^ both on the east and w st of 
the College, are n losed by narble wills wh ch nclu !e g deas 
and the necessary offi es for the j up Is 

In the original pUi oi he ( ilege inj grounls, t was proposed 
to furnish the supplies of water from springs which rise on the 
western end of the estate, the contents of which were forced by 
an hydraulic ram into reservoirs in the out^buildings, and 
thence distributed to all parts of the Institution. This plan was 
rendered necessaiy, in consequence of the elevation of the College 
grounds being above the level of the water basins which supply 
the inbabitaute of the city and districts. But soon after the In- 
stitution was put into operation, it was found that this mode was 
not only defective from the liability of the apparatus to got out of 
onler, but also that the supply of water was altogether insufficient. 
To remedy this difficulty, an additional building was erected during 
the year 1850, which affords now, by means of steam apparatus, a, 
plentifulaupply of this indispensable element, and of most excellent 
quality. This building, known as No. 5, is located at the distance 
of one hundred feet from the western out-building, and is constructed 
of pointed rubble stone, with marble sills, steps, and belt courses. 
It is three stories in height above the basement, and measures fifty 
feet in width, by one hundred feet in length. At the north-west 
angle of this building a well of sixteen feet diameter has been made, 
the water from which is thrown by means of a five-horse engine 
and force-pump into four iron tanks, or reservoirs, located in the 
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third Btnrj an! thence Jiotiibited throigli a f ur in&b iroa 
im n and with a bi,a 1 ot ab ut th t> five feet to the kitchens 
liivat nea b'ltli r iig jarli rJUt Each f Ihe^e tiuks is ot the 
eiptcitj of 2o00 galloQ^ aad the water t one ot them ib healed 
1 J means of coils ot steam pipes connected with the hoilera in the 
basement On the first fl or aie louited the rooms foi waahing 
drj ng and ironing the clothes, cnntainin^ the latbst and m"it 
appiuved stoan ajjaiatus for buoL purp ses and m the south 
basement is s tuitel thi, bakery of the ctablishment The other 
looms in the fijst and secoai otories of this building are occupied 
by the classes in French and Spanish, Drawing, Writing and Book- 
keeping, and also by the Chemical Laboratory. 

The out-buildings are heated by furnaces, and the entire grounds 
and buildings are lighted with gas procured from the works of the 
district of Spring Garden. 

The whole Estate is surroujided by a wall of ten feet in height, 
by sixteen inches iu thickaess, with spur piers on the inside, and 
buttresses of three feet in width, at intervals of fourteen feet. 
The wall is composed of rubble-stone, and covered with a heavy 
marble capping ; and its entire length is 6843 feet, or something 
more than one and a quarter miles. 

There are two gates of entrance, one being opposite each front 
of the main building; and at the southern entrance are two 
octagonal lodges, faced with white marble, each twenty feet in 
diameter, and sixteen feet high. At each entrance are double 
gates, the inner one being of iron, and the outer one of wood, 
folding into a recess in the marble work. The eastern portion of 
the grounds, on which the buildings are located, and whioh contains 
twenty-one acres, has been graded to suit the elevation of the sur- 
rounding streets, and is laid out with gravel walks and ornamented 
with shrubbery. On the western portion, containing about twenty 
acres, are erected a farm-house, bam, and out-houses. At the 
extreme western end has been constnicted an artificial pool for the 
bathing and amusement of the pufils. The grounds around the 
College,. M well as the buiidiugs, aro drained by means of a three 
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feet culvert, with branch barrel draiuers of two feet io (Jiameter, 
leading fvoia the several yards. kitcheDS, layatories, &c. 

An avenue of sixty feet in width, one half of which has been 
taken from the College grounds, has been opened on the northern, 
weatern, and southern boundaries; and by an Act of Ihe Legisla- 
ture no street can, at any future time, be opened tlirougb ttie 
College premises, without the consent of the Councils of the City 
of Philadelphia first had and obtained. 



It had been the oTieind intention tf Mr Cuwd thit the CjI 
lege Buildings should occupy has sqmre of giound compiehcndod 
withia the hmils of Market and ChLstnut, and Eleventh and 
Twelfth Stieets, in the City pioper But bBCcmmg afterwards 
by purchase the posse'^nr of the taim of Peel Hall, on the Ridge 
Eoad, he those the latter as the moie desirable site, and it is heie 
that the Cdlege has flnillj been estibhahed The squiip at farst 
allotted for the puipose has been built up with hoe dwellings and 
stores, the lental ot which forms a coniidevable portion of the 
fund devoted to the mimtenanee of the College 

The site upon which the Girard College is erected, corresponds 
well with its splendor and importance It is elevated con- 
siderably above the general level of the "nirrounding buildings, 
and forms a conspicuous obiect, not only fioni the higher isindows 
and roofs in every pait of Philadelphia but fiom the Delamie 
rirer many miles bcbw the city, and flora eminences tu out in 
tlie country 

From the lofty marble roof of the mam edifice itself, (to which 
access is 'o easy thit ilmost eveiy visitor ascends,) the view is 
also exceedingly beautitul, enibncmg the City and its environs for 
many miUs ^round, and the course, to their confluence eight miles 
below, of both those noble rivers which enclose the City. 
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OF THE LATE 



STEPHEN GIRAED, Esq 



I Stephfn GlRiRD rf tbe fity of Philaddfli t in the 
rommi wealth of Penniyhaiiia Manner and Me einut be ng of 
sounl micl memory and understanding do mike anJ p blish 
tl IS ir J last W ill and Testament, in manner foil Ticg tbat n to 

I IgiYeanl leqiieath tinto The Contnbufors to tbe Ponu- 
sylvatiii Hospital of mli ch (. orporation I im i me i ber the 
sum of Thirfi/ Thousand Dollar'! \ pen the f Ibw ng cond t ons, 
namely that the ha 1 im ali 11 be addel to their Cip tal and 
shall remim i part thereof forever to be placed at interest and 
tbe infetest thereof to be ipplied iji the first plof to piy to my 
black woman Hannah (t whom I heiehy give hei free! m ) the 
sum of two bnnlred dojlai" per year in qn^iterly pajments of 
fifty dollars each m advaoc during all the term of her life; 
and tn the second place tbe said interest to be appl ed to the 
nse and accommodation ni the sick in the sa d HospiUi and for 
providing and at all time^ haying con petent matrons and a 
suEBoient i umber of nursea and assistant nurses m order not only 
to jiomote tbe purposes of the sail Hnip tal but to inoreasa 
this hat clais of usef il penoaa much winted in our city 

II. I give and bequeath to Tbe I enns,^ Ivania Institution for 
the Deaf and Dumb," the sum of Ticenly Thousand Dollars, for 
tbe use of that Institution. 

(57) 
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III. I givB and bequeath to " The Orphan AsyJiim of Phila- 
delphia," the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars^ for the use of that 
Institution. 

IV. I give and bequeath to The Compt Her of the Publ o 
Schools for the City and Countj of PI lidelph a tl e sura of 
Ten T/wusand Dollars, tor tl e use of the fccli ols upon the 
Iianoaster system, in the fi s s n of he fi t cb ol d ot of 



V. I give and bequeath to Tl e Mayo Al le n en an-^ C t zeiifl 
of Philadelphia," the sum of Ten T/m and Dollars n t ust 
safely to inkiest the same in som j oduct e f nd and with the 
interest and dividends aris ug theref o u to p base f el between 
the months of March and August n e ery \ear t t ver and id 
the month of January in everj jea fo e er d str but*, the sa ne 
amongst poor while bouse keep a and room keepe f j, od 
character, residing in the C ty of Ph ladelpl a 

VI. I give and bequeath to the So ety f tl e rel ef of poor 
and distressed Masters of Sh p the W lovs vai (,1 Idren (of 
which Society I am a member) the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars, 
to be added to their Capital stock, for the uses and purposes of 
Baid Society. 

VII. I give and bequeath to the gentlemen who shall be 
Trustees of tbe Masonic Loan, at the time of my decease, the sum 
of l\Denly Thousand Dollars, including therein ten thousand 
and nine hundred dollars due to me, part of the Masonic Loan, 
and any interest that may be due thereon at the time of my 
decease, in trust for the use and benefit of " The Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania, and Masonic Jurisdiction thereto belonging," and 
to be paid over by the said Trustee to the said Grand Lodge, for 
the purpose of being invested in some safe stock or funds, or other 
good security, and the dividends and interest arising therefrom to 
be again so invested and added to the Capital, without applying 
any part (hereof to any other purpose, until the whole capital 
shall amount to thirty thousand dollars, when the same shall for- 
ever after remain a permanent fund or Capital, of the said amount 
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f h rty h 1 1 il h nterest whereof sbal! be applied 

f m to to h iff poor and respecfable bretbren ; and 

d b 1 I d b lent purposes of masonic instilu- 

y b ta d I end to the several lodges not to 

1 be h p to iye membera from other lodges, 

1 h PI 1 h 11 b 1 teiy be men of sound and good 

\ III I gi d b fj b unto Philip Peltz, John Lenta, 

Tra H 1 J cob B and Adam Tonng, of Passyunk 

h p b C y f P ladelpbla, the sum of Six Thou- 
D II h T or the survivors or survivor of 

h m h II p h I! p ece of ground, as near aa may be 

h sa d h p and thereon erect a Eiibstantial 

b k b M ff 1 ! for a school-bouae, aod the resi- 

1 f bool part thereof for poor male white 

h Id d h h par poor female white ch Id f d 

d h id school-house sh II h b n 

biul , h h sa d survivors or surv f b 

shall convey the said piece of ground and house th a d 

and shall pay over such balance of said sum as may n n 
pended to any board of directors and their succeBS n 
■which may at the time esist or be by law eonstitu d n g 
of at lesat twelve discreet inhabitants of the said tow h p nd to 
be annually chosen by the inhabitants thei'eof ; the dp f 

gronnd and house to be carefully maintained by said directors and 
their successors solely for the purposes of a school as aforesaid, for- 
ever, and the said balance to be securely invested as a permanent 
fund, the interest thereof to be applied i'rom time to time towards 
the education in the said school of any number of such poor white 
children of said township; and I do hereby recommend to the 
citizens of said townsliip to iniike additions to the fund whereof T 
have laid the foundation. 

IX, I give and devise my house, and lot of ground thereto be- 
longing, situate in rue Kaniouet aux Chartrons, near the city of 
Bordeaux, in, France, and the rents, issues, and profits thereof, to 
juy brother, Etienne Girard, and my niece Victoire Fenelion, 
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(dangbter of my late sister Sophia Girard Capayron,) botli residiog 
in i'raace, in equal moieties for the life of my ssid brother, and, 
on his decease, one moiety of the said house and lot to my said niece 
Victoire, and her heirs forever, and the other moiety to the six 
children of my said brother, namely, John Fiibricius, Marguerite, 
Ann Henriette, Jean August, Marie, and Madelaine Henriette, 
share and share alike, (the issue of any deceased child, if more 
than one, to take amongst thera the parent's share) and their heirs 
forever. 

X. I give and bequeath to my said brother, Etienne G-irard, 
the Bum of Five Thousand Dollars, and the like sum of Fine 
T/umsand Dollars to each of his six children above named : if 
any of the said children shall die prior to the receipt of his or her 
legacy of five thousand dollars, the said sum shall be paid, and I 
give and bequeath the same to any issue of such deceased child, 
if more than one, share and share alike. 

XI. I give and bequeath to my said niece, Victoire Fenellon, 
the sum of Five Thousand Dollars. 

XH. I give and bequeath absolutely to my niece, Antoinett^a, 
now married to Mr. Hemphill, the sum of Ten Thousand Dol- 
lars, and I also give and bequeath to her the sum of Fifli/ Thou- 
sand Dollars, to be paid over to a trustee or trustees to be appointed 
by my executors, which trustee or trustees shall place and continue 
the said sura of fifty thousand dollars upon good security, and 
pay the interest and dividends thereof as they shall from time to 
time acome, to my said niece for her separate use, daring the terra 
of her life, and from and immediately after her decease, to pay and 
distribute the cipitil to and among luch ot her children and the 
issue of deceased children, and m such pirts and shares as she 
the said Antoinetta, by an instrument under her hiind and seal, 
exei,uted in the piesence of at leist two credible witnesses, shall 
direct and appoint, and tor defiult of such appointment, then to 
and among the said childieu and i-sue of dcceised children in 
equal shares, such i^iiue of deceased childien, if moie than one, 
to take only the share whith their deceased pajei.t would hwe 
taJcen if living 
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Xlir. I give and bequeath unto my niece C;iri>litia, now married 
to Mr. Haslam, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ; to be paid 
oyer to a trustee or trustees to be appointed hy mj eseoutora, which 
truatee or trustees stall place and contioue the said money upoQ 
good seourity, and pay the interest and divjdaads thereof from 
time to time aa they shall accrue, to my said niece for her separate 
use, during the term of her life : and from and immediately after 
her decease, to pay and distribute the capital to and among such 
ef her children, and issue of deceased children, and in such parla 
and shaies, as she the said Carolina, by any instrument under her 
hand and seal, executed in the presence of at least two credible 
witnesses, shall direct and appoint, and for default of such appoint- 
ment, then to and among the said children, and issue of deceased 
children, in equal shares, sucli issue of deceased children, if more 
than one, to take only the share which the deceased parent would 
have taken if living; but if my said niece Carolina, shall leave no 
issue, then the said trustee or trustees, on ber decease, shall pay 
the said capital, and any interest accrued thereon, to and among 
Caroline Lallemand, (niece of the said Carolina) and the children 
of the aforesaid Antoinetta Hemphill, share and share alike. 

SIV. I give and becjueath to my niece Henrietta, now man'icd 
to Dr. Clark, the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ; and I give and 
bequeath toherdaughter Caroline, (in the last clause above named), 
the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars — the interest of said sum 
of twenty thousand dollars or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
to be applied to the maintenance and education of the said Caro- 
line during her minority, and the principal, with any accumulated 
interest, to be paid to the said Caroline, on her arrival at the age 
of twenty-one years. 

XV. Unto each of the captains who shall be in my employment 
at the time of my decease, either in port, or at sea, having charge 
of one of my ships or vessels, and having performed at least two 
voyages in my service, I give and bequeath the sum of Fifteen 
Hundred Dollars — provided he shall have brought safely into 
the port of Philadelphia, or if at sea at the time of my decease, 
shall bring safely into that port, my ship or vessel last iatrusted to 
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him, and aiso that his conduct dui'ing tht last vijigc shnll have 
been in every respect conformable to uiy matiuctions lo him 

XVI. All persons, wbo, at the time of my decease, shall be 
bound to me by indenture, aa apprentnea or seivants, and who 
shall then be under age, I direct my eseoutori to a^si^n to suitable 
masters immediately after mv decease, fii the remimder of their 
respective terms, on conditions as favorable as they can in regard to 
education, clothing, and freedom dues ; to each of the said persons 
in my service, and under age at the time of my decease, I give and 
bequeath the sum of i* Hu d D wb h m pe 
tively I direct my n b to k to 
apply the interest and ddb wdh u a 
the several apprenti ofwnb p g"^ 
respectively, and at h rm U h pp h p 

vice of each, to pay hm bh d ffihndd 

dollars, and any inteiest accrued thereon, if any such loteiest shall 
remain unexpended , in assigning any indenture, pieferenre shall 
be given to the mother, tatbei, or nest lelatnu, as aiMgnce, should 
such mother, tither, or lelitue desire it, ml be \t the sime time 
respectable and competent 

XVII. I gne anl bequeath to Fianas Hesley (son of Mr« R 
Hesley, who is mother of Marianne Heslev ) the sum of One 
T/tousand DuHars, ovei and above such sura as may be due to 
him at my decease 

XVIII. I cbarge my real estate in the State of Pennsylvania 
with the payment of the several annuities or sums foUowmg, (the 
said annuities to be paid by the Treasurer or otier proper officers 
of the City of Philadelphia, appointed by the Corporation thereof 
for the purpose, out of the rents and profits of said real estate here- 
inafter directed to be kept constantly rented,) namely : — 

1st. I give and bequeath to Mrs. Elizabeth IngersoU, widow of 
Jared IngersnU, Esq., late of the city of Philadelphia, Counsellor 
at law, an anniiity, or yearly sura of One Ttmusimd Dollars, to 
be paid in half-yearly payment, in advance, of five hundred dollars 
each, during her life. 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



gibakd's will. 63 

2d. I give nnd bequeath to Mrs.^ Catherine Girard, now widow 
of Mr. J. B. Hoskius, who died in the Isle of France, an annuity, 
or yearly sum of Four Hundred Dollars, to be paid in hiilf-jearly 
payments, in advance, of two hundred. doUara each, duriag her 
life. 

3d. I give and bequeath to Mrs. Jane Taylor, my present 
house-keeper, (the widow of the late Captain Alexander Taylor, 
who was master of my ship Helvetius, and died in my euipSoy- 
ment,) an annuity, or yearly sura of Five Hundred Dollars, to be 
paid in half-yearly payments, in advance, of two hundred and fifty 
dollars each, during her life. 

4ih. I give and bequeath to Mrs. 8. Hcsley, my house-keeper 
at my place in Passyunk Township, an annuity, or yearly sum of 
Five Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly payments, in ad- 
viince, of two hundred and fifty dollars each, during her life. 

5th. 1 give and bequeath to Marianne Hesley, daughter to Mrs. 
S. Hesley, an annuity, or yearly sum of T/iree Hundred Dnllars, 
to be paid to her mother, fur her use, in half-yearly payments, in 
advance, of one hundred and fifty dollars each, untii^the said Ma- 
rianne shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, when the 
said annuity shall cease, and the said Marianne will receive the 
five hundred dollars given to her and other indented persons, ac- 
cording to the clause XVI. of this Will. 

6th. I give and bequeath to my late house-keeper, Mary Ken- 
ton, an annuity, or yearly sum of Three Hundred Dollars, to be 
paid in half-yearly payments, in advance, of one hundred and fifty 
dollars each, daring her life. 

7th.- I give and bequeath to Mrs. Deborah Scott, sister of Mary 
Kenton, and wife of Mr. Edwin T. Scott, an annuity, or yearly 
sum of Tliree Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly pay- 
ments, in advance, of one hundred and fifty dollars each, during 
her life. 

8th. I give and bequeath to Mrg. Catherine M'Laren, sister of 
Mary Kenton, and wife of Mr. M'Laren, an annuity, or yearly 
Bum of Three Hundred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly pay- 
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meats, in advance, of cno liunrlreJ and iit'tj dollars each, during 
hor life. 

9th. I give and bequeath to Mrs. Amelia Gr. Taylor, wife of 
Mr. Kiohard M. Taylor, an annuity or yearly sum of TliTse Hun- 
dred Dollars, to be paid in half-yearly payments, in adYanee, of 
one hundred and fifty dollars each, during ber life. 

XIX. All that part of my real and personal estate, near Wash- 
ita, in the State of Louisiana, the said real estate consisting of 
npwarda of two hundred and eighty thousand arpens, or acres of 
land, and including therein the settlement hereinafter mentioned, 
I give, devise, and bequeath, as follows, namely : 1. 1 give, devise, 
and bequeath to the Corporation of the City of New Orleans, their 
successors and assigns, all that part of ray real estate, constituting 
the settlement formed on my behalf by my particular friend, Judge 
Henry Bree, of Washita, consisting of upwards of one thousand 
arpens, or acres of land, with the appurtenances and improvements 
thereon, and also all the personal estate thereto belonging, and 
thereon remaining, including upwards of thirty slaves now on said 
settlement, and their increase, in trust, however, and subject to 
the following reservations : 

I desire, that no part of the said estate or property, or the slaves 
tliereon, or their increase, shall be disposed of or sold for the term 
of twenty years from and after my decease, should the said Judge 
Henry Bree survive me and live so long, but that the said settle- 
ment shall be tept up by the said Judge Henry Bvee, for and 
during said term of twenty years, as if it was his own; that 
is, it shall remain under his sole care and control; he shall 
improve the same by raising such produce as he may deem most 
advisable, and after paying taxes, and all expenses in heeping 
up the settlement, by clothing the slaves and otherwise, he shall 
have and enjoy for his own use, ail the nett profits of said settle- 
ment. Provided, however, and I desire that the said Judge Hen- 
ry Bree, shall render, annually, to the Corporation of the City of 
New Orleans, a report of the state of the settlement, the income 
and expenditure thereof, the number and increase of the slaves, 
and the net result of the whole. I desire that, at the expiration 
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of the said term of twenty jeir'^ oi on thi dcwafio of the said 
Judge Henrj Bree, "should he nit hve so long, the Kcd and ira 
provements forming said settlement the siaies thereon, or theret) 
belon^ng, and all other ippurtentnt ppi mA property, 'hall he 
sold, as soon as the said Coiporation =haU deem it advisahle to do 
80, and the proceeds of the said sale oi sales sh-iU be tppli(,d by 
the said Corporation to such usc! and puipo es as they shill con 
sider most likely to promote the heilth anl general piospeiity cf 
the inhabitants of (he Oity ot New (Jrleac But, unt 1 the aaiJ 
aale shall he mnde, the and Corpoiation shall paj all taxes, pre 
Tent waste oi intrusioii and so manage the said settlement and 
the slaves, and their increase then-on, as to denie in income, and 
the said income shall be ipphed, ftom time t; time, to tho same 
uses and purposes for the heilth and general piospenty of the said 
inhabitants. 

2. I give, doTise, vai bequeath to the Major, Aldermen, and 
Citizens of Philadi-lphia, then auci.es'iois and astigus, two undivi- 
ded third parts of all the rest and residut ot my "aid leal estatfi, 
being the lands unimproved near Wa=hita, in the said State of 
Louisiana, in tru><t, thit, m common with the Ooipiration of tho 
City of New Orleans, the; shill pay the taxes on the =aid hnds, 
and preserve them fiom na^te or intiusion frrtle term of ten 
years from and after my decease, and at the end of the said t^rm, 
when they shall deem it advisable to do so shill aell and dispose 
of their inteieit in said lanK giadually from time to time, and 
apply the prjceeds cf such siles to the same uses and purposes 
hereinafter deelajed and diiected ot and concerning the residue 
of my personal estate 

3. And I gne, devise, and bequeath to the Corporation of the 
City of New Orleina, their suCLesoois and lasigna, the remaining 
one undivided third pirt of the fiiid liuls, in trust, m common 
with the Mayor, AUermen and Citizens of Pkladelphii, to pay 
the taxes on the said lands, and preserve th(m from waste and 
intrusion, for the terra of ten year* fiom and after my decease, and, 
at the end of the said term, when they shall deem it ahisable to 
do so, to sell and dispose of their interest m said lands grailually 
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from time to tiiue, and to applj the proceeds of sueh sale to such 
uses and purposes as the said Corporation may consider most likely 
to promote the health and general prosperity of the inhabitants of 
th C't f N w 1 
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erecting new buildings; and that, the net residue (after paying 
the several annuities herein before provided for,) be applied to the 
same uses and purposes as are hereiu declared of and conceraing 
the residue of my personal estate ; and so far as regards my real 
estate in Kentucky, now under the care of Messrs. Triplett and 
Brumley, in trust, to sell and dispose of tho same, whenever it 
may be expedient to do so, and to apply the proceeds of such sale 
to the same uses and purposes as are herein declared of and cou- 
cemiug the residue of my personal estate. 

XXI. And so fai- as regards the residue of my pergonal estate 
in trust, as to too mil! ns f d p to pp d 

expend so much of tha be 

soon as practicably may h d 

between High and Gh ts d E h Tw h 

streets, in the City of Ph d (wh h sq gi 

hereby devote for tbe p es h ted 

other, forever,) a perm g w h ti g 

sufficiently spacious for h m 

three hundred scholar q te d 

persons necessary in sue Id h d 

and in supplying the w d 

and suitable furniture, d b g d ul 

carry into effect my gen d 

The said college shal d w b h m d m 

terials, and in the mo 
ornament, and attendin 8 b g 

IS of the whole : d tc 



feet east and west, and one hundred and sisty feet north and south, 
and shall be built on lines parallel with High and Chestnut streets, 
and Eleventh and Twelfth streets, provided those lines shall consti- 
tute at their junction right angles : Itsh&ll he three stories in height, 
eaob story at least fifteen fpet high in the clear from the floor to 
the cornice : It shall be fire-proof inside and outside. Tho floors 
and tbo roof to be formed of solid materials, on arches turned on 
proper centres, so that no wood may be used, except for doors, win- 
dows, and shutters : Cellars shall be made under the building, 
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solely for the purposes of the in^titwhoi) , the doora to them from 
the outside shall be oo the east and west of the building, and 
aoceas to thorn from the inside shall be had by steps, descending 
to the cellar floor from each of the entries or halls hereinafter men- 
tioned, and the inside cellar doora to open under the stairs on the 
north-east and norlh-west comers r>f the nortbern entry, and under 
the stairs on the south-east and south-west comers of the southern 
entry ; there shall be a cellar window under and in line with each 
window in the first stoi-y — they sliail be built one half below, the 
other half above the surface of the ground, and the ground out- 
side each window shall be supported by stout malls; the sashes 
should open inside, on hinges, like doors, and there should be 
strong iron bars outside eaoli window ; the windows inside and out- 
side should not be leas than four feet wide in the clear: There 
shall be in each story four rooms, each room not less than fifty feet 
square in the clear; the four rooms on each floor to occupy the 
whole space east and west on such floor or story, and the middle of 
the building north and south ; so that in the north of the building, 
and in the south thereof, there may remain a space of equal di- 
menaons, for an entry or hail in eaeli, for staii-s and landings : In 
the north-eaat, and in the north-west corners of the n.orthern entry 
or hall on the first floor, stairs shall be made so as to form a dou- 
ble stwr-case, which shall be carried up through the several stories ; 
and, in like manner, in the south-east and south-west corners of 
the southern entry or hall, stairs shall be made, on the first Boor, 
so as to form a double stair-case, to be carried up through the sev- 
eral stories j the steps of the stwrs to be made of smooth white mar- 
ble, with plain square edges, each step not to exceed nine inches 
in the rise, nor to be less than ten inches in the tread; the outside 
and inside foundation walls shall be at least ten feet high in the 
clear from the ground to tho ceiling ; the first floor shall be at least 
three feet above the level of the ground around the building, after 
that ground shall have been so regulated as that there shall be a 
gradual descent from the centre to the side of the square foraied 
by High and Chestnut and Eleventh and Twelfth streets ; all the 
outside foundation walls, forming the cellars, shall be three feet 
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fux inches thick up to the first floor, or as liigh as may be ueceasary 
to fix the centres for the first floor ; and the inside foundation wall, 
running' north and south, and the three inside foundation nails 
running east and west (intended to reseive the interior walls for 
the four rooms, each not less than fifty feet sqnare in the clear, 
above mentioned,) shall be three feet thick up to the first floor, or as 
high as may be necessary to fix the centres for the first floor; when 
earned so far up, the outside wails shall be reduced to two feet in 
thickne=i, leaving a recess outstdo of one foot, and inside of six 
inches — and when carrried so far up, the inside foundation walls 
shall also be reduced, six inoiies on each side, f« the thickness of 
two feet ; centres shall then be fixed on the various recesses of six 
inches throughout, left for the purpose, the proper arches shall be 
turned, and the first floor laid ; the outside and the inside wall 
shall then be carried up to the thickness of two feet throughout, 
as high as may be necessary to begin the recess intended to fix the 
centres of the second floor, that is, the floor of the four rooms, each 
not less than fifty feet square in the clear, and for the landing in the 
north, and the landing in the south of the building, where the 
stairs are to go np — at this stage of the work, a chain, composed 
of bars of inch square iron, each bar about ten feet long, and linked 
together by hooks formed of the ends of the bars, shall be laid 
Btraightly and horizontally along the several walls, and shall bo as 
tightly as possibly worked into the centre of; them throughout, and 
shall be secured 'wherever necessary, especiaJly at all the angles, by 
iron clamps solidly fastened, so as to prevent cracking or swerving 
in any part; centres shall then be laid, the proper arches turned 
for the second floor and landings, and the second floor and landings 
sbail be laid ; the outside and the inside walls shall then be car- 
ried up of the same thickness of two feet throughout as high as 
may be necessary to begin in the recess intended to fix the centres 
for the third floor and landings, and, when so far carried up, ano- 
ther chain similar in all respects to that used at the second story, 
shall be in like manner worked into the walls throughout, as 
tightly as possible, and clamped in the same way with equal care ; 
centres shall be formed, the proper arches turned, and the third 
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floor and landings shall be laid; the outside and the inside walla 
shall then be carried up, of the same thickness of two feet 
throughout, as high as may be Eecessary to begin the recess in- 
tended to fix the centres for the roof; and, when so carried up, a 
third chain, in all respects like those used at the second and third 
stories,, shall, in the manner before described, be worked as tightly 
as possible into the walls throughout, and shall be clamped with 
equal care ; centres shall now be fixed in the manner best adapted 
for the roof, which is to form the ceiling for the third story, the 
proper arches shall be turned, and the roof shall be laid as nearly 
horizontally as may be, consistently with the easy passage of water 
to the eaves : the outside walls, slill of the thicknoss of two feet 
throughout, shall then be carried up about (wo feet above the level 
of the platform, and shall have marble capping, with a strong and 
neat iron railing thereon : The outside walls shall be fiiced with 
slabs or blocks of marble or granite, not less than two feet thick, 
and fastened together with clamps securely sunk therein, — they 
shall be carried up flush from the recess formed at the first floor 
where the foundation outside wall is reduced to two feet : The 
floors and landings, as well as the roof, shall be covered with mar- 
ble slabs, securely laid in mortar ; the slabs on the roof to be twice 
as thick as those on the floors. In constructing the walls, as well 
as in turning the arches, and laying the floors, landings, and roof, 
good and strong mortar and grout shall be used, so that no cavity 
whatever may any where remain. A furnace or furnaces for the 
generation of heated air shall be placed in the cellar, and the heated 
air shall be introduced in adequate quantity, wherever wanted, by 
means of pipes and flues inserted and made for the purpose in the 
walls, and as those walls shall be consfrncted. In case it shall be 
found expedient for the purposes of a library, or otherwise, to in- 
crease the number of rooms, by dividing any of those directed to 
be not less than fifty feet square in the clear, into parts, the par- 
tition walls to be of solid mateiials. A room most suitable for the 
purpose, shall be set apart for the reception and preservation of 
my books and papers, and I direct that they shall be placed there 
by my executors, and carefully preserved therein. There shall be 
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two principal dooM of entrancp mtD the collegp, onp into thp entry 
or hall on the fiist floor, in the nirth ot the building tnd in the 
centie between thi, eait and w st wall'*, the other in the entry or 
hall in the south of the hmid ug, iud in the centie between the 
east ind west walls , the dimenifiona ti be determined by a due 
regard to the sze of the entire luildin^ to that cf the entry, aad 
to the purpose of the dooia The necpisitj frr, ia well as the 
position ind size (f othei d ra 

the position and ai^e of the wi m d 

on by a considerat on of the 
applied, the siae of the build g d 

and of the advantages of ligh 
stance be double doors, those g 

are termed glass doors, so as 
each room, and those opening 
work well lined and secured ; 
stories I reeommend to bo 
first and second stories of my g 

Street, on the eastern front I 

recommend that a substanlj b d 

sufficiently wide to admit the pe g g 

walls; the windows of the lo m 

except that they are not to de d h fl h 

surbase, up to which the wall to b ed as b ca 

lower story of ray house atnpce Py T p 

minute particulars not here noticed, utility and good taste should 
determine. There should be at least four out-buildings, detached 
from the main edifice, and from each other, and in such positiona 
as shall at once answer the purposes of the institution, and be con- 
sistent with the symmetry of the whole establishment ; each build- 
ing should be, as far as practicable, deyoted to a distinct purpose : 
in that one or more of those buildings, in which they may bo 
most useful, I direct my executors to place my plate and furniture 
of every sort. 

The entire square, formed by High and Chestnut streets, and 
Eleventh and Twelfth streets, shall be enclosed with a solid wall, 



to be 
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at least fourteen iiicLes thick, and (en feet high, capped with mar- 
ble and guarded with irons on the top, ao as to pn,\ent persons 
from getting over ; there shall be two places ot entrani* into the 
square, one in the centre of the wall facing High street, and the 
other in the cent b w 11 f g fhes nutsti-eet at each place 

of entrance there h II b g pening inwaid, and the 

other outward, th j w d b t iron, and in the st> le 

of the gates nor h d so h f B nit ng Huu=e , and those 
opening outward h f b 1 w 1 work, well lined and 

secured on the fa h w h 1 The messuages now 

erected on the so L f H gb id Twelfth strpeti, and 

on Twelfth street to 1: k 1 w d moved as soon as the 
College and out-builJings shall h<tve been erei,t<' I, lo thj,t the es- 
tablishment may be rendered seoure and private 

When the College and appurtenances shall have been constructed 
and supplied w th plain and suitable foroilure ani books philoso- 
phical inl esjenmcntdl instruments ani apjaratus and all other 
matters needful to canj mj g neial design into execution the 
incDme issues and profits of so much of the said sum of two mil- 
bon f dollars as «hall remain UDespendel shall be applied to 
maintain the «aid college aoeuriing to my directions 

1 The In titut n alnll le o ganizel is sj n as pnoticable and 
to aecompli^ih (he f I pos mort, effectuil y die public notite of 
the intended opening of the college shall be given — so that there 
may be an opportunity to make selections of competent instructors, 
and other agents, and those who may have the charge of orphans 
may be aware of the provision intended for thera, 

2. A competent number of instructors, teachers, assistants, and 
other necessary agents shall be selected, and when needful, their 
places, from time to time, supplied : they skal! receive adequate 
compensation for their services; but no person shall be employed, 
who shall not be of tried skill in his or her proper department, of 
established moral character, and in all cases persona shall be chosen 
on account of their merit, and not through lavor or intrigue. 
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3. As many poor white male orphans, between the age of six 
and ten years, as the said income shall be adequate to maintain, 
shall ho introduced into the college as soon as possible ; and from 
time to time, as there tnaj be vacancies, or as ioereaaed ability 
from income may warrant, others ahall be introduced. 

4, On the application for admission, an aoourate statement should 
be talien in a hook, prepared for the purpose, of the name, birth- 
place, age, health, condition as to relatives, and other particulars 
useful to be known of each orphan. 

5, No orphan should be admitted until the guardians or direc- 
tors of the poor, or a proper guardian or other competent authority, 
shall have gi^ven, by indenture, relinquishment, or otherwise, ade- 
quate power to the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, 
or to directors, or others by tliem appointed, to enforce, in relation 
to each orphan, every proper restraint, and to prevent relatives or 
others from interfering with, or withdrawing such orphan from the 
iDStitution. 

6. Those orphans, for whose admission application shall first be 
made shall be first introduced, all other things concurring — and 
at all future times, priority of application shall entitle the applicant 
to preference in admission, all other things concurring ; but if there 
shall be, at any time, more applicants than vacancies, and the ap- 
plying orphans shall have been born in different places, a prefe- 
rence aljall be given — first, to orphans bom in the city of Phila- 
delphia , secondly to those boin m any other part of Pennsylvania ; 
thirdly to tho^e bom in the city of New York (that being the 
fiist jort en the continent of Niith America at which I arrived ;) 

ud lailly to thoqe lorn in the City of New Orleans, being the 
fiiat [.ort on (he inl continent at which I first traded, in the first 
i[ otince as firit ofiii.t,r, and subsequently aa master and part owner 
of a vessel and carf,o 

7 The orphans adiiittpl into the College fehill be there frd 
with jliin but nhcles mi, fcid clothed with pUin but detent ip 
pirel, (no distinctive dies ever to be wiinl dud kdgfd in a plain 
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but safe manner ; Due re^^rd shall bo paad to tlieir bealth, and is 
thia end their persons and clothe? shall be kept clean an 1 they 
shall have suitable and rational eserciae tn I re(,reation The> shiH 
be instructed in the yarious bi£in(,hps of a sound education oom- 
prehending reading, wnting, qramraar, anthmetie gPDgiaphy, 
navigation, surveying, practioal m^theulUlcs, astronomy, natural, 
chemical and experimental philosophy the French ind Spanisb 
languages (I do not forbid but I Jo not recommend the Greek and 
Latin languiges) — and such otLei learning and science as the 
capacities of the «everil scholais may merit oi wiriant I mould 
have them tau^^ht facta ami things nthei than WJrds oi signs, 
and especially I desire that by eveiy priper means a p ire ittach- 
ment to our Republican looiitntions and to the sacred nghis of 
consci nee as guaianteed by our hap[.v cnustilutiona, shall ba 
formed and fostered in the minds ol the scholars 

8. Should It unfoitunately happen that nny ct the orphans 
admitted into the College shall tiom mdconduut, hue herome 
unfit oompanuna f rthe lest ji d mild ireins f refoimation prove 
abortiie thej shill no 1 i „ n iheieia. 

9. Thoiescl lars who hilliientit shall remain in the Col- 
lege until they shili respective!; anive at between fourteen and 
eighteen years of age they shall then be bound out by the Mayor, 
Aldennen and Citizens f Philidelphio or under their direction, 
to suit iblf occupati ns i" thn e ot agiiculture, navigation, arts, 
mechanic il trades and manutuotures accoi'diog to the capacities 
and acqu leraents of the scholars lespeclively, consulting, as far 
as prud nee ehal! justify it the inclinations of the several scholars, 
as to the occupation art or trade to be leimed. 

In relation to the organization of the Tollege and its appenda- 
ges, I Icive necessanly ra iny details t the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Citizens of Ph ladelph i and then sicc^ssors; and I do so, with 
the mire coifilence as fnm the niture of my bequests, and tho 
benefits to rc=ult troro them T ti ist that my fellow-citizens of 
Philadelphu wilt observe and eMnce especial care and ansiety 
in selecting members for then City Councils, and other agents. 
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There ire, however, some reBtricfionB, whiLh I conaider it my 
duty to presonbe, aod to bo, amongst others, conditions on ^hioh 
my bequest for said College la mide, ind to be enjojed, namely; 
jir't, I enjoin and reijuire, that ]f at the close of any year, the 
income of the fuui dovotod to the purposes of the siid College 
shall be mora than sufE lent foi the mamtenince of the Institution 
during that year then the balain,e of the said income, after defray- 
ing such m'iintenani.e, shall be foilhwith invested in giod securi- 
ties, thereaftei to be and remain a part of the cipilil, but in no 
eient, ahill any pirt of the said capital be sold, disposed of, or 
pledged to moet the current expenses of the said Institution, to 
whiuh I devote the interest, income tnd dividends thereof, escJu- 
Bivelj Secondly, I enjiiii aud requiie that no ecclesiastic, mis- 
swniiry, or tmHisler of any sect whatsoever shall ever hold or 
ererase any station or duly lohalevir in the said College; nor 
shall m^y suih person ever be admilled for anif purpose, or as a 
visitor, iBtthin the premises apptopria d t the pu p / ^e 
said college — In miking this restiiet nidntn nto t 
any reflection upon any sect or pcrsin wh ts but a th 

Bucb a multitude rf sects and sui-h a di y f p n am gst 
them, I desire to keep Ihe tender mind f h ] h n h a e 
todenve advantage iiom this bequest f f m h m nt 

which clashing doctrines and sectarian nt y a pt t 

produce, my desire is, that all the instr tors and teach n he 
College, shall take pain^ to instil into the m nds f th h 1 
the purest principles of morality, so th t n th ntran nto 
active life, they mstsfrom inclination and II nee 6 n I nc 

toward their fellow creatures, and a la f rt I hn ty a d 
industry, adopting at the same time, such 1 u t t. a> th 
matured reason may enable them to pr f ]t h n m s- 
ing from that part of the said aura of tw n II n t d 11 
mwning after the construction and fum h^fthCilg nl 
out- buildings, shall, owing to the increase f th n b f | h n 
applying for admission, or other cause, b d |U te 1 n 
Btruction of new buildings, or the maint n d e !u at n f 

aa many orphans as may apply for admiss n h n su b fu tber 
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sum as may be neoeesary for the construction of new buildings and 
tbe maintenance and education of such further number of orphans, 
as can be maintained and inatructed withiu such buildings as the 
said square of ground shall be adequate to, shall be taken from 
the final residuary fund hereinafter expressly referred to for the 
purpose, comprehending the income of my real estate in the city 
and county of Philadelphia, and the dividends of my stock in the 
Schuylkill Navigation Company — my design and desire being, that 
the benefits of said institution shall be extended to as great a num- 
ber of orphans, as the limits of tbe said square aud buildings thei'S- 
in can accommodate. 

XXU. And as to the further sum of Five Hundred Thousand 
Dollars, part of the residue of my personal estate, in trust, to 
invest the same securely, and to keep the same so invested, and to 
apply the income thereof exclusively to the following purposes ; 
that is to say — 

1. To lay out, regulate,, curb, light, and pave a passage or street 
on the east part of the City of Philadelphia, fronting the river 
Delaware, not less than twenty-one feet wide, and to bo called 
Delaware jivenue, extending from Vine to Cedar street, all along 
the east part of Water street squares, and the west side of the 
logs, which form the heads of the docks, or thereabouts; and to 
this intent to obtain such Acta of Assembly, and to make such 
purchases or agreements, as will enable the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Citizens of Philadelphia, to remove or pull down all the build- 
ings, fences, and obstruetioas which may be in the way, and to 
prohibit all buildings, fences, or erections of any kind to the east- 
ward of said 4venue ■ to fill up the heads of such of the docks as 
m tf ffi h d o compel the 

warswh kphn d d completely 

wihg h d dtob levelled that 

W w n b w ain; to com- 

p y t b w h tbe limits of 

h f g D w d to down all plat- 

m ca n d m h ver tbe river 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



STEPIIKN GIRARIl'S WTT.L. 77 

'2. To pull down and remove all wooden buildings, as well thaie 
made of wood and other combustible materials, as those called 
briek-paned, or frame buildings fillec! in with bricks, that are erected 
within the limits of the City of Philadelphia, and abo to prohibit 
the erection of any such building, within the said city's limits at 
any future time. 

3. To regulate, widen, pave, and curb Water street, and to dis- 
tribute the Schuylkill water therein, upon the tillowmg plan, 
that is to say— that Water ■street be widened ea'it ind west from 
Vine street, all the way to South street, in like manner as it is 
from the front of my dwelhng to the front of my stires on the 
west side of Water street, ind the reguhtif n of the :,urb stones 
contiuued at the same dutince fiom one anithei as they are at 
present opposite to the laid iwclhng and stores si thit the regu 
lation of the swd street be not less thin thuty nine feet wide, 
and afford a Sarge and convenient foctwaj, clear of obstructions 
and incumbrances of every nature, and ihe cellar doors on which, 
if any shall be permitted, not to extend from the buildings on to 
the footway more than four feet; the said width to be increased 
gradually, as the fund shall permit, and as the capacity to remove 
impedimenta shall increase, until there shall be a correct and per- 
manent regulation of Water street, on the principles above stated, 
so that it may run north and south as straight as possible. That 
the ten feet middle alley, belonging to the public, and running 
from the centre of the east squares to Front street, all the way 
down across Water street to the river Delaware, be kept open and 
cleansed as city property, all the way from Vine to South street; 
that such part of each centre or middle alley as rnns from IBVont 
to Water street, be arched over with bricks or stone, in so strong 
a manner as to facilitate the building of plain and permanent 
stone steps and platforms, so that tbey may be washed and kept 
constantly clean; and that the continuance t tl sa 1 11 y , from 
the east side of Water sti-eet, be curbed all t! w y t the river 
Delaware, and kept open forever. (I nnd rst d th t th e mid- 
dle or centre alleys were left open in the fi-st pi n f the lots, on 
the east front of the city, which were granted f om the east side 
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of Front street to the river Delaware, aod that each lot on M.id 
east front hag eontrihuted to make those alleys, by giving a part 
of their ground in proportion to the size of each lot; those alleja 
were m the first iustance, and atill are, considered public property, 
intended for the convenience of the inhabitants residing in Front 
Etroot, to go down to the river for wafer and other purposes ■ but, 
owing to neglect or to some o he ca e on the part of tb e who 
have had the care of the c y p ope ty several enci acbmenta 
have been made on them by ndiv duals by ^^ holly oec pj ng or 
building over them, or otheiw se and q that way the nhab tanis 
more particularly those who res de in the ne ghbo hood are de- 
prived of the benefit of that wholeso ne a r wl cb tl e r open ng 
and clean mg throughout woul 1 afford ) That the iron p pes a 
Water street, which by be ng of bn aller s zo than tl o o n he 
other streets ^nd too near the s ■face of tb gr nd cau e con 
atftiit leaks particdirly id the w nter seas n wh h n manj places 
render the street impassable betaken p an 1 replace 1 b\ j [.es of 
the same size qnlily and dimensions in e^erj respect and liid 
down as deeplj finm the surfioe of the ground ^s the iion pipes 
which are laid in the main stieets of th city and as it lespenta 
pumps for Scbuj Ikill water ai 1 fiie pi ig m '\\ iter '.tieet that one 
of each be fixed at the south west c rner cf Vme and Mater 
streets, and n rinni g soithwi d one of each neii the st js of 
the centre alley ti^'^fe '^P *" Piont btrect one of e oh at the 
south-west c rner 1*51 satras and Water Street oi e f each 
near the s,tepg cf the ceutro alley going up to Front street ind so 
on at every s utb w st co nei of all the ma u stieets and 'ft ater 
street, and of the centie alleys ot eveiy sq are as far as '^outh 
or Cedar street and when tte lame shall h ve b en completed, 
that all Water street shall be lejiaved by the best workmen in the 
most eomjlete mtnner with the best paving water stones, after 
the height of the cuibstones shall hive been regulated through 
out, aa well as the ascent aid deseent ot the street in such 
manner aa t corduot the watei thiou^^b the mam stieeta and the 
centre alleys to the river Delaware ag fir as pricticable, and 
whenever any part of the street shall want to be raised, to use no- 
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thing but good piling graicl fur that purpose so is lo miie the 
paving aa permanent ss pciailile By ill which improvements, it 
IS my mtentiim to place and maintain the se:,tioQ of thu (,ity aboie 
refeiied to, in a condition whii-h will coirespond hotter with ihe 
genoral cleanliness and appearance of tho whole uity, and he moie 
cuniigtent with the safety, health, and comfort of the citizens 
And my mind and will ate that all the ini-ome, inttiest, and divi 
denda of the >!iid capital bum of file hundred thousand dollars 
shall be jearl^, and eveiy jeai, uspended upon the aaid obiecta, 
ID the order in whitb I hive stated them as clo^iely as poMible, 
and upon no other objects until tho^ie enumei-ated shall have been 
attimed and when those objects shall have been acGompli^hed, I 
authonae and direct the said, the Mayor, Aldeimen, and Citizens, 
to apply such part of the income of the said capital aum of five 
hundred thonsand dollars, a.s they may think proper, to the further 
improvement, from tjme to time, of the eastern or Delaware front 
of the city. 

XXIII. I give and bequeath to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, the sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars, for the 
purpose of internal improveuients by canal navigation, to be paid 
into the State treasury bj my esecutors, as soon as such laws shall 
have been enacted by the constituted authorities of the said Com- 
monwealth as shall be necessary, and amply sufficient to cairj into 
effect, or to enable the constituted authorities of the city of Phila- 
delphia to carry into efiect, the several improvements above speci- 
fied; namely, 1. Laws, to cause Delaware Avenue, as above 
described, to be made, paved, curbed, and lighted; to cause the 
buildings, fences, and other obstructions now existing, to be abated 
and removed ; and to prohibit the creation of any such obstructions 
to the eastward of said Delaware Avenue ; 2. Laws, to cause all 
wooden buildings, as above described, to be removed, and to pro- 
hibit their future erection within the limits of the city of Phila- 
delphia; 3. Laws, providing for the gradual widening, regulating, 
paving, and curbing Water street, as hereinbefore described, and 
also for the repuring the middle alleys, and introducing the 
Schuylkill water, and pumps, as before specified — all whiell 
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objecia may, I persuade myself, be acoomplisbed on principles al 
once just in relation to individuiils, and highly beneficial to the 
public : the said sum, however, not to be paid, unless said laws be 
passed within one year after my decease. 

XXIV. And as it regards the remaindtr of said residue of my 
personal estate, in trust, to invest the same in good securities, and 
in lilie manner to invest the interest and income thereof, from 
time to time, so that the whole shall form a permanent fund ; and 
to apply the income of the said fund, 

1st, To the further improvement and maintenance of the 
aforesaid College, as directed in the last pai-agraph of the XXIst 
clause of this Will. 

2d. To enable the Corporation of tho City of Philadelphia to 
provide more effectually than they now do, for the security of the 
pereons and property of the inhabitants of the said city by a com- 
petent police, including a sufficient number of watchmen, really 
suited tfl the purpose : and to this end, I recommend a division of 
the city into watch distrists, or four parts, each under a proper 
head, and that at least two watchmen shall, in each round or sta- 
tion, patrol together. 

3d To enible the sud Coipoiation to improve the city property, 
and the genei il appearance of the city itaelf, and, in effect, to 
dimmish the burden of taxatiDn, now moat oppressive, especially 
on tho^e who are the least abie to bexr it — 

To all which obiea=, the pro-peritv of the city, and the health 
and comfort of it- inhabitarits, I devote the said fund as aforesaid, 
and direi,t the income thereof to be applied yearly, and every 
year fore\ej, after providing foi the College as hereinbefore 
directed, as my primary object But if the said City shall know- 
ingly and wilfully violate any of the conditions hereinbefore and 
hereinafter mentioned, then I give and bequeath the said remain- 
dei, and acLumulationa, to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
for the puipose of inteinal niMgation , excepting, however, the 
tents, isooea, and prihta of my real estate in the city and county of 
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riiilddelphia wlncli Bhall foiever be re'^eived and applied to main- 
tam the if icsail College, in the manner specified in the last 
parag iph of thi. \\I,t Jau'^e of thia Will: And if the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsjlvania shall ful tj apply this or the preced- 
ing bequLst to the purpof.es belore mentioned, or shall apply any 
part theieof to any other use, or shall, for the term of one year 
iiora the time of mj deceate, fail or omit to pass the laws herein- 
let le speulied foi promoting the imjrovenient of the City of 
Philadelj hia then I give, device, and bequeath the said remainder 
^nd icuumulations {the lents afcreaiid always excepted and 
reserved for tK College aa afire=aid) to the United States of 
Amenta for the [uipose of internal ndYigation, and no other, 

Prividel ni.yerthi-les'', and I do hereby declare, that aU the 
piece ling bequests and devises ot the residue of my estate to the 
Mayor Udcnnen anl Citizens of Philadelphia, are made upon 
the tollowmg express conditions, that is to siy • — First That uonB 
of the moneys, principal, interest, divilonds, or lents aiising from 
the said residuary devise or bequest, shall at any time ho apphed 
to any other purpose or purposes whateyei, than those herein men- 
tioQed and appointed; Second, That ■joparate accounts, distinct 
from the other accounts of the Goiporation, shall be kept by the 
said Corporation, concerning the sail devigo, bequest, College and 
funds, and of the investment and application thereof, and that a 
separate account or accounts of the same shall he kept m blank, 
not blended with any other account, so that it may it all tinea ap- 
pear, on esamination by a commilteo of the Legi It h re- 
inafter mentioned, that ray intentions had been f lly compl d 
with : Third, That the said Corporation render a d 1 d t 
annually, in duplicate, to the Legislature of the Coran w 1th f 
Pennsylvania, at the commencement of the sessi py f 
the Senate, and the other for the House of Rep t t n 
oeming the stud devised and bequeathed estate, and h m tm t 
and application of the same, and also a report in I k m f 
the state of the said College, and shall submit all th b h p p 
and accounts touching the same, to a committee mm tt f 
the Legislature for esamination, when the same sh 11 b i d 



HnslcdhyGoOgIC 



82 STEPHEN GIBABD'S WILL. 

4tii. The said Corporation shall also cause to be publihbed in 
tlie month of January, annually, in two or more newspapers, print- 
ed in the city of Philadelphia, a concise hut plain account of the 
state of the truste, devises and bequests herein declared and 
made, comprehending the condition of the said College, the num- 
ber of scholars, and other particulars needful to be publicly known, 
for the year nest preceding the said month ot Jinuary, annuallj. 

XXV. And whereas, I have executed an S'lsignmeut, in trust, 
of my banking establishment, to take efle&t the day before my 
decease, to the intent that all the concerns thereof may be closed 
by themselves, without being hlenled with the concerns of ray 
genei^ estat«, and the balance reniiming to be piid ovt-r to my 
executors: Now, I do hereby direct my esecutoiii, hereinafter 
mentioned, not to interfere with the said trust m any way except to 
see that the same is faithfully executed, and to aid the execution 
thereof by all suob acts and cleeda as may be necessary and expe- 
dient to effectuate the same, so that it may be speedOy closed, and 
the balance paid over to my e e n -s o ^o, as in my Will, into 
the residue of my estate ; An 1 I lo h by authorize, direct and 
empower the said trustees, fr m n e to e, as the capital of the 
said bank shall be reeeiTeJ nd shall not be wanted for tbe dis- 
charge of the debts due the e t to n est he same in good securL 
ties, in the names of my execu 1 hand over the same to 

them, to be disposed of according to this my Will. 

XXVI. Lastly^ I do hereby nominate and appoint Timothy 
Paxson, Thomas P. Cope, Joseph lioberts, William J. Duane and 
John A. Barclay, executors of this my last Will and Testament : 
I recommend to them to close the concerns of tfiy estate as expe- 
ditiously as possible, and to see that my intentions in respect to 
the residue of my estat-e are and shall be strictly complied with : 
and I do hereby revoke all other Wills by me hitherto made. 

In witness, I, the said Stephen G-irard, have to this my Inst 
Will and Testament, contained in thii-ty-flve pages, set my hand at 
the bottom of each page, and my hand and seal aji (ije bottom of 
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this page; the eaid Will executed, from motives of prudence, in 
duplicate, this sisteeath day of February, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred aad thirty. 

STEPHEN G-IRARD, [seal]. 
Signed, sealed, published, and declared by the 
said Stephen QiraTd, ^a and for Ms last 
Will und Testament, in the presence of us, 
vho have at his request hereunto subscribed - 
our names aa 'witcEssea thereto, in the pre- 
sence of tie said Testator, and of each 
other, Feb. 16, 1830. J 

JOHN H. IRWIN. 
SAMUEL ARTHUR, 
S. H. CARPENTER. 

WHEREAS, I, Stephen Girard, the Testator named in the 
foregoing Will, and Testament, dated the sixteenth day of Feb- 
ruary, eighteen hundred and thirty, have, since the execution 
thereof, purchased several parcels and pieces of real estate, and 
have built sundry Messuages, all of whiuh, as well as any real es- 
tate that I may hereafter purchase, it is my wish and intention to 
pass by the said Will Now, I do hereby republish the foregoing 
last Will and Testament dated February 16, 1830, and do confirm 
the same in all jartjcilars In witness, I, the said Stephen Gi- 
rard, set mj han 1 and seal hereunto, the twenty-fifth day of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and thirty. 

STEPHBN GIRARD, [seal]. 
Signed, seal d p blish d 1 declared by the' 
said Stapii B 1 I for a republicsr 

tion of h 1 t W il d T stament, in the 
presence f nl t 1 request, ha-ve ■ 
hereunto I b d raea as witnesses 

thereto, th p f the eaid Testa^ 

tor and of each other, December 25th, 1880. , 
JOHN H. IRWIN, 
SAMUEL ARTHUR, 
JNO. THOMSON. 

WHEREAS, I, Stephen Girard, the Testator named in the 
foregoing Will and Testament, dated February 16, 1830, have, 
eince the execution thereof, purchased several parcels and pieces 
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of land and real estate, and have built sundry Messuages, all which, 
as well as any real estate that I may hereafter purchase, it is my 
intention to pass by said Will; And whereas, in particular, I have 
recently purchased from Mr. William Parker, the Mansion Houae, 
out-buildings, and forty-five acres and some perches of land, called 
Peel Hall, on the Ridge Road, in Penn Township ; Now, I declare 
it to be my intention, and I direct, that the Orphan establishment, 
provided for in my said Will, instead of being built as therein di- 
rected upon my square of ground between High and Chestnut and 
Eleventh and Twelfth streets in the city of Philadelphia, shall 
be built upon the estate so purchased from Mr. William Parker, 
and I hereby devote the said estate to that purpose, exclusively, 
in the samo manner as I bad devoted the said square, hereby di- 
recting tliat all the improvements and arrangements for the said 
Orphan establishment prescribed by my said Will aa to said square, 



I estite just as if I 
sa d purpose — eoase 
,0 con 1 1 te nd I de 
d re a nder f my real 
A tor the san e uses and 



shall be made and executed upon t 
had in my Will devoted the said estati 
qucntly, the said square of ground i 
clare it to he a part of the residue 
and personal estate, and given and det 
purposes as are declared in section twenty of my W 11 t be ng my 
intention that the said square of ground shall be built upon and 
improved in such a manner as to secure a safe and permanent in- 
come for the purposes stated in said twentieth section. In witness 
thereof, I, the said Stephen Crirard, set my hand and seal hereun- 
to the twentaetb day of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-one. 

STEPHEN GIRARD, [seal]. 
Signed, sealetl, publishecl, and declared liy 
tho said Stephen Qirard, as and for a re- 
pnblication of his laat Will and Testament, 
and a further direotion in relation to the 
real estate therein mentioned, in the pre- 
sence of us, who, at his request, have here- 



thereto, in thepresenseof the said Testator 
and of each other, June 20, 1831. 

S. H. CARPENTER, 
1. BARDIN, 
SAMUEL ARTHUR. 
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Philadelphia, December 31st, 1831. — Then personally appeared 
Samuel Arthur and 8. H. Ca,rpenter, two of tha witnesses to the 
foregoing Will and the second Codioil or republication thereof, and 
on their oaths did saj, that they were present, and did see and 
hear Stephen Oirard, the te'ftator in the said Will and steond re- 
publication theieof nimed, sign, seal, publish, ind dedare the 
same as and foi his la?t Will and Te'*tament, and republication 
thereof, and that at the dung thereof, he was of sound mind, 
memory, and unde rift and ing, to the best of Ihcir knowledge and 
belief, and at the =ame time appeired Jtio Thjuison, one of the 
witnesses to the first repubhcitnn of sail Will and on his solemn 
affitmation did say that he wis present, and did aee and heai Ste- 
phen Girard, the featatrr m the tii&t republication of said Will 
named, sign, seal, publish, ind doelire the same is and fir a re 
pnl lication if bis list Will and Testament And the saii Samuel 
Aithur, inothor of (he witnesses to siid first republication of 
Slid Will, on his oitb did further =iay that be was present, ani 
did see ind hcai Stephen Gimd, the teatatDr m the first ropubli 
calion of said Will named, 6ign, seal, publish, and declaie the same 
as and for a republication of his last Will and Testament, and they 
joth did say that at the doing thereof, he was of sound mind, me- 
mory, and understanding, to the best of their knowledge and belief. 
Coram, 

J. HUMES, Register. 

D ml 1 1«^31— T notliTPas.on 1 Tl P. Cope, 

two of he F uto afli n 1 and T s ph E b t W lliam J. 

Du ne n 1 J hn 4 Ba 1 V th th Es uto sworn, and 
lett t tam nt y g nt I unt th u 
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